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LECTURES ON 
GUNSHOT INJURIES OF THE HEAD. 
By FRANK H. HAMILTON, M.D., 
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OOLLEGE, AND LONG ISLAND COLLEGE HOSPITAL; SURGEON 
TO BELLEVUE HOSPITAL; LATE MEDICAL INSPECTOR, 
U.S.A, 


LECTURE II.—PART L. 

GENTLEMEN—I propose to recapitulate a small portion of 
my last lecture, commencing with gunshot injuries of the 
head. In my general remarks upon gunshot injuries I 
called your attention to an occasional accident upon the 
field which had been supposed by some of the older sur- 
geons, and by the soldiers generally, to be produced by the 
wind of a ball. I shall take this occasion to relate to you 
two cases where the injury was inflicted upon or near 
ithe head, and to explain to you, as far as I am able, the 
resulting phenomena. 

After the battle of Blackburn’s Ford, on the eighteenth of 
July, 1861, I saw a man by the name of Wenzel who was 
lying down slightly inclined to sleep, but not comatose. I 
observed that the right side of the face and both of the 
upper eyelids were reddened. The account which he 
gave of himself was this:—I was in the front ranks 
when I saw acannon shot or shell approaching ; I imme- 
diately dodged to the left, and for a moment I was unable 
to see or to hear. WhenI put up my head immediately 
after, I found that a man behind me had been struck in 
the lower extremities by the same ball.” The man to whom 
he referred suffered double amputation as a consequence. 
This was a very intelligent man; therefore I interrogated 
him very particularly in regard to the character of the in- 
jury. It was very plain that the ball had not hit him; I 
asked him if he had not buried the bruised side of his face 
in the sand, and he said that he did not, but that he had 
fallen upon the opposite side. The following day I saw 
him again, and found him in very much the same con- 
dition, except that the side of his face and his upper lids 
were a little more swollen, and there was a slight inflam- 
matory action of the conjunctiva, and covering the surface 
of the skin there were small dark-colored petechie. This is 
all of the history of that case. The man continued to do well 
from that time, and finally recovered. One naturally asks 
—What could have produced this result? It is my impres- 
sion that it was the rough passage of the cap over the side 
of the face which was struck by the shot. In the absence 
of any other mode of explanation of the injury, I am forced 
to adopt this. - 

I will cite another instance. On the same occasion John 
Hays lost his right ear by a cannon shot. I saw him 
shortly after the injury was inflicted. He, too, was partl 
comatose and inclined to sleep, but was easily aroused. 
There was not the slightest abrasion upon the side of his 
face ; nothing but the injury to the ear which was palpable 
to the senses. It was very evident that he had received a 
shock ; he was inclined to sleep, but not profoundly. The 
only explanation that I eould offer of his case was, that the 
ball impinged upon the cap, and that the cap protected the 
skin from abrasion, while at the same time the force of the 
missile was sufficiently great to produce a slight amount of 
concussion and tear off his ear. The explanation may 
not be very satisfactory; but when you see examples 
in which a cannon ball has taken away a sword which had 
been securely fastened to the side, or knocked a gun out of 
the hand, or taken away portions of the clothing or of the 
cap, and in other cases inflicting severe injuries by cutting 
off large — of the body and leaving the rest of the 
individual unharmed, you must certainly arrive at the con- 


clusion that the mere wind of the ball can do no injury. 
In my general remarks I cited an interesting case of the 
Am. Mxp. Timms, Vow. VIII, No. 8. 





passage of a ball over the body of a man which had pro- 
duced a fatal result, and in which it was not apparent that 
it had impinged upon the skull or upon any other part of 
the body. This was the case of a man who was injured at 
Harrison’s Landing during the severe bombardment in 
July, 1862, which continued incessantly for an hour or so. 
The account of the sergeant, who saw the man at the time 
ot the injury, was, that the shot struck the ground in front 
of where the man was sitting, and, rebounding, rolled over 
him, and that he fell back dead. Upon examining the 
man afterwards we could not find the slightest injury 
upon his person, This was a very queer case, but there is 
every reason to suppose that the man was struck after all. 
Large, round balls, during their passage through the air and 
when their force is nearly expended, are revolving upon 
their own axes, and are, therefore, not so likely to tear the 
tissues against which they strike. Death, if it occurs, is 
produced by concussion ; and the fatal result is so instan- 
taneous that no extravasation of blood is likely to result 
any more than in a dead body if a cannon ball should roll 
over it. er 

Next, I called your attention to those injuries of the 
scalp produced by smaller missiles; for example, where a 
rifle-ball had simply impinged upon the surface of the 
scalp, producing a slight abrasion of the integument, which 
accident is usually accompanied by some degree of concus- 
sion, either to the skull, to the meninges of the brain, or 
to the brain itself, and which, I have said, you are not to 
regard as trivial accidents. Although the patient may not 
seem to have suffered any severe injury, you are to antici- 
pate that sooner or later there may be an ulceration along 
the track of the ball, or that there may result necrosis, or 
meningitis, or cerebritis, and that the patient may ulti- 
mately die. And I cited as an_ illustration of injuries of 
this class the case of Colonel Farnsworth, who assumed 
the command of the Ellsworth Zouaves after the death of 
Colonel Ellsworth. He received an injury of such a 
character, which was exceedingly slight and superficial, I 
saw him myself, and examined him particularly, and all 
that was visible was a very trivial scalp wound. He was 
taken into a hospital in Washington, and there I saw him 
again at the expiration of seven or eight days. He was 
then very irritable, and had been quite ill, but still his 
friends all thought that his recovery was certain. Three 
or four days after this, if I remember correctly, the symp- 
toms became more grave, and he died evidently from 
the injuries which his brain had received. 

I then called your attention to a class of accidents 
which seemed more serious, where the ball impinges 
obliquely upon the scalp, and penetrates the integument, 
and lies some distance from the point at which it has 
entered, resting perhaps against the occipito-frontalis ten- 
don, the pericranium or the skull itself, in nearly all of 
which examples you will find the ball very much flattened. 
I told you also that if you find a hole in the head which 
does not penetrate the skull, the ball will generally be 
found underneath the scalp. Not always, however, for the 
missile may rebound and escape; but, as a rule, you will 
find it somewhere under the scalp more or less remote 
from its entrance; and I cited two examples to illustrate 
this statement. ' ; 

Now, these accidents, but slight in appearance, are very 
apt to be followed by serious results; first, there is danger 
that you will have necrosis of the outer plate of the skull ; 
next, there is danger that the patient will suffer from con- 
cussion or from inflammation, which may ultimately prove 

1. 
yo remarked to you, also, that injuries of the skull on the 
battle-field are by no means as innocent as injuries which 
may at first seem equally grave received in civil life; and I 
cited to you the example of a man in the hospital, who 
received a blow upon the head by the end of a stick of 
wood. There was a thrombus from which we anticipated 
nothing serious, because the missile was an elastic y, 
and would rebound, and conseqnently not produce that 
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severe concussion of the brain that would be produced by 
a piece of lead—a inelastic ly. 
So you are always to look upon these injuries as cases 
demanding attention, and which may give rise to serious 
complications in the end, 

Finally I mentioned those accidents in which the ball 
has struck upon the skull and made a slight inden- 
tation; and upon this point, I believe, I was not fully 
understood. In these accidents you have graver symp- 
toms of concussion; the concussion is more severe than in 
either of the others that I have named; there is more to be 
apprehended from the subsequent irritation and inflamma- 
tory action of the brain and its meninges, as well as a 
greater likelihood of exfoliation of more or less of the skull. 
These injuries may be produced by a round ball, a conical 
ball, or a fragment of shell; and I have before me a young 
gentleman who has received an injury of this sort. This 
young man, John Tucker, belonging to that famous regi- 
ment, the 14th Brooklyn, which has been in nearly all the 
engagements in connexion with the Army of the Potomac, 
was wounded at the battle of Gettysburg on the first day 
of July, 1863. He was standing in the front ranks when 
he received a wound from a fragment, which, in all proba- 
bility, exploded from behind, the missile having previously 
passed over his head. He suffered from temporary con- 
cussion, but recovered after a few moments, and walked 
off the field himself. There was considerable destruction 
of the integuments, but no signs of fracture at the time 
visible; it is not precisely, therefore, the case in point, but 
sufficiently near to impress upon you the principle which I 
wish to illustrate. 

After the lapse of several weeks or months, suppura- 
tion having taken place, the bone was discovered to be 


eolid, heavy, unre sisting, bor 


necrosed, and gradually exfoliated a fragment, separating 
to the extent probably of three and a half inches in 
length by two and a halfin breadth. This diagram repre- 
sents the size and shape of the fragment that was re- 
moved. The inflammation which invaded this portion of 
the bone, as a consequence of the concussion, extended 
along the periosteum, and perhaps along the surface of 
the bone for several inches to the opposite side of the 
occipital bone, and there have been several fragments 
exfoliated from this point also. This case is interesting 
in another point of view, showing that the injury, though 
sufficient to occasion such an extensive destruction of 
the bone, has never given rise to any compression of the 
brain, paralysis, or convulsions; in short, he has not 
had any grave cerebral symptoms whatever, What I 
wish to state more particularly is, that, if a ball has im- 
pinged upon the skull, and made a slight indentation, 
you have a great deal to anticipate in the future; you may 
have compression and paralysis; you may have convul- 
sions; you may have inflammation of the brain; all these 
results are very likely to follow, and yet it is the general 
opinion of army surgeons that you are not to trephine. 
That is the point, gentlemen! 

Many of the old army surgeons taught that, if a ball 
impinged upon the skull, it was your duty to trephine 
in anticipation of results; and that, if a ball had produced 
a fracture either with or without depression, it was still 
more imperative. Now, it is this doctrine which we anta- 
gonize in military practice, and which the experience of 
the present day has proved to be incorrect. We never 
make the operation for trephining in anticipation of any 
result: but, on the contrary, we avoid all surgical inter- 
ference, in the belief that by so doing we give the patient 
the best chance. The head of the patient must be shaved, 
wet cloths applied, quiet enjoined, his bowels kept open, 
and his diet must be simple. The brain has received a 
severe concussion, and when signs of compression are not 
present, it is proper to infer that concussion is the main 
injury; it is not of depressed skull that the patient is now 
so likely to die. He is infinitely in more danger from the 


concussion, which is so apt to result in inflammation. 
(To be Continued.) 
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OBSERVATIONS ON TYPHUS FEVER, 
AS IT OCCURRED IN BELLEVUE HOSPITAL FROM JULY 1, 1863, 
TO JAN. 1, 1864. 
By IRVING W. LYON, M.D., 
HOUSE-PUYSICIAN, 
Dvurine the past six months, from July Ist, 1863, to Jan. 
Ist, 1864, ninety-three cases of fever have been received 
and treated in the male fever ward of Bellevue Hospital. 
Of these by far the greater majority were cases of typhus, 
there being occasionally a case of typhoid, Out of this 
number eleven have died, or 11.82 per cent. A daily. 
record of nearly all the cases has been preserved with con- 
siderable care; and, as their review presents many points 
of interest, it may not be uninstructive to consider the 
general principles arrived at by the clinical interrogation of 
the disease. 

The access, in almost every instance in which it could be 
ascertained with any degree of certainty, was sudden, the 
patient stating that be felt perfectly well up to a certain 
period from which it is usual to date the invasion; while 
the precursory symptoms, described by most authors as the 
prodromata, and consisting of a disinclination to bodily and 
mental exertion, a feeling of languor and maiaise for a period 
ranging from a few days to a month and even longer, were 
so infrequent that they were regarded as exceptions to the 
rule. Several of the patients were so situated, at the first 
manifestation of the fever, that a mistake in this respect was 
well nigh impossible, they being already inmates of other 
wards in the hospital, and subject to the daily observation 
of their medical attendants ; and the fever in all such cases, 
that occurred in my own service, first announced itself b 
chills, headache, ete. The initiatory symptoms of which 
the patients almost invariably complained, were chills and 
headache. When questioned as to the origin of their sick- 
ness, some would answer, “I felt cold all over ;” some, “I 
caught cold;” while others would say, “I got an awful 
trembling and shaking ;” this sensation of cold, from slight 
chilliness to distinet rigors, was of short duration, and 
generally preceded the headache, which also assumed every 
gradation of severity at its onset; but, happily, did not 
continue so for a longer time than one or two days, giving 
place at the end of that time to a feeling of dizziness and 
uneasiness—especially when the patient occupied the sitting 
posture; but, when in the recumbent, no inconvenience 
was ordinarily felt from cerebral symptoms. 

Either accompanying, or quickly following the chill and 
headache, were pains in the back and extremities, accelera- 
tion of the pulse, furred tongue, anorexia, thirst, constipa- 
tion, mental stupor, and almost always loss of strength ; 
then the eruption by the fifth or sixth day; and if the patient 
is to recover, convalescence takes place in about a week 
after. 

The headache, however, does not always subside in the 
manner described, but occasionally becomes more and more 
aggravating, such patients being almost always very 
anxious, and frequently asking whether they are expected 
to die or not. My experience has taught me to dread these 
cases; for, from this morbid anxiety, they are apt to pass 
into an active delirium, requiring force to keep them 
in bed, refusing to take their food and stimulants; and in 
this condition they soon succumb, either from asthenia or 
in a comatose condition. I greatly prefer to have my 
patient go into typhus fever, dull, stupid, and indifferent, 
than to have him anxious and deeply concerned as to the 
issue of his case. 

The pulse is generally accelerated in proportion to the 
gravity of the disease; so that, as long as it remains below a 
hundred beats in the minute, you will feel no immediate 
anxiety. Indeed, a pulse at from 100 to 112 is a good fever 
pulse, and, unless the other symptoms are out of proportion 
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to this, you may treat the case with the most encouraging 
prospects ; but when the pulse rises above 112, the patient 
inust be watched very carefully ; it was almost an every- 
day occurrence to find some patients in the ward who had 
arrived at the acme of the disease, with a pulse from 120 to 
130, and then pass into convalescence; but, always, a 
patient with over 120 cardiac impulses per minute, was an 
object of much solicitude. The most frequent pulse noted 
in any case which recovered was 140 per minute, while 
many recovered from a pulse of 136. The rule above stated, 
that the frequency of the pulse denotes the severity of the 
disease, is by no means invariable, for it sometimes happens 
that you will find a slow pulse throughout the disease, while 
the other symptoms are of the gravest character, such as a 
dark, dry, and fissured tongue, sordes on the teeth and 
gums, subsultus tendinum, great stupor, ete. This, or any 
other incongruity in the symptoms, is usually regarded as 
inauspicious ; notwithstanding which, three of our ninety- 
three cases had this pulse anomaly and recevered. 

There are other characters of the pulse which deserve 
attention, such as the irregular and intermitting. When a 
patient, starting out with a regular pulse, is overtaken with 
either of these varieties, the general rule is that he will die; 
for, associated with this irregularity of the heart’s action, will 
be symptoms of the most serious nature, which soon preci- 
pitate the fatal issue. But, in our service, we had two cases 
in both of which an irregular and intermitting pulse was 
present for several days, and this symptom followed by 
convalescence. In one fatal case the pulse was bisferiens, 
the undulations being distinctly recognisable the moment 
the artery was felt. In nearly every case of severity, and 
especially when prostration was a prominent feature, the 
first sound of the heart was diminished in intensity, and 
sometimes very indistinctly audible. 

After the pulse, the next most important and uniformly 
available guide in the case, is the condition of the tongue. 
At the commencement it is more or less furred, but moist ; 
as the disease becomes more developed the tongue becomes 
less and less moist, until at length, according to the gravity 
of the case, it will have passed through the successive grada- 
tions of dry, dry and brown, very dry and dark, fissured, 
and bleeding. In the latter condition it is with difficulty 
protruded, the patient making several efforts before he is 
able to command the organ, and then it often is but partially 
thrust out with a tremulous motion, and now the same 
difficulty is experienced in withdrawing it. The appearance 
of the tongue, which is so useful to indicate the advance of 
the disease, may be as valuable in marking its recession ; for, 
when after it has been dry and brown for any length of 
time, the edges begin to moisten, you may accept this as one 
of the most trustworthy harbingers of convalescence. 

Constipation is the rule in typhus, though many of our 
patients had looseness of the bowels, but never any tym- 
panitis; and it was often a question whether this moderate 
diarrhoea was spontaneous or the effect of the beef tea, 
which is well known to produce a laxative effect upon the 
bowels. 

From the beginning the nervous system appears to be 
unstrung, or in a state of partial collapse, as indicated by 
the concomitant mental inactivity and muscular prostration, 
which advance together with the disease, and retract in the 
same order when the fever is broken and convalescence is 
established ; all the special senses are liable to become per- 
verted and benumbed, and more or less aberration of the 
mind exhibits itself generally in a delirium of a low grade 
of activity, the patient fancying himself engaged in his 
accustomed avocations, in conversation with his friends, or, 
as often happens, will talk incoherently. Moreover, the 
delirium is characterized by a peculiar sobriety or melan- 
choly, so that it is exceedingly rare to see the patient smile 
during the yraver periods of the disease ; and when we are 
able to excite a smile, it is hailed with delight as one of the 
valuable precursors of approaching recovery. In one of our 
ninety-three cases, a patient, naturally reserved and taciturn 
when in health, was affected throughout the disease with a 
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joking diathesis. He would not only say comical things 
spontaneously, but would hit upon clinicaf questions asked 
him by his physician, as the occasion for some of his 
witticisms. 

The muscular prostration is indicated by the decubitus of 
the patient, which is pretty generally dorsal, so that you 
will,on approaching the bedside of a newly admitted patient, 
be tolerably safe in concluding him comfortably sick should 
you observe him lying upon his side. 

The eruption, as a rule, made its appearance within the 
first week after the commencement of the headache, chills, 
ete. ; in two cases, transferred from a general medical ward, 
it appeared respectively in three and a half, and four and a 
half days; it was the most copious upon the abdomen and 
upper part of the thighs, but spread from these parts with 
varying degrees of extent; so that, in no inconsiderable 
number of cases, the entire surface of the body—the hands 
and face excepted—was completely maculated with the 
peculiar mahogany non-disappearing eruption. 

In one case a patient was affected with a double parotid 
swelling, appearing first in the left gland, producing in one 
night a hard, brawny tumor, which was tense and shining ; 
and in two days the other side was similarly affected, so 
that now the patient presented a most hideous aspect. The 
parts were poulticed to facilitate the expected suppuration ; 
but, contrary to the rule, the swelling on both sides gradu- 
ally subsided, and resolution was completed within a week 
after the appearance of the first swelling. During the 
summer of 1862 I saw in the General Hospital, Army of 
the Mississippi, near Corinth, about one hundred and fifty 
cases of typho-malarial fever, and the parotid abscess 
occurred in about ten per cent. of these patients, and was 
double in about five per cent.; they almost invariably sup- 
purated if the patient lived long enough, for they were 
regarded as a very grave complication, and indicative of an 
unfavorable termination. Those patients who recovered 
from fever with parotid abscesses were very slow in regain- 
ing strength, and the discharge from the gland was kept up 
for along time. In one only of the ninety-three cases did 
any secondary abscesses form during convalescence, and this 
patient was a man of good constitution and habits. As he 
began to improve, two abscesses developed themselves, one 
in the posterior fissure of the nates, and the other in the 
upper and inner aspect of the thigh; they discharged and 
healed without difficulty. 

But by far the most interesting thing noticed in con- 
nexion with these ninety-three cases, was the presence of 
albumen and casts in the urine. During the earlier part of 
my service in the fever ward, I was induced to examine the 
urine of some patients who were then very sick, and was 
not greatly surprised to find that in many of these cases 
albumen was present in quantities varying from a slight 
trace to absolute solidification ; for this observation had been 
made before—that is, every now and then a patient would 
be found sick of fever whose renal excretion gave evidence 
of the presence of albumen ; and this albuminuria was sup- 
posed to render the prognosis exceedingly grave. Owing 
to the developments made by these early investigations, I 
continued to test the urine of my graver cases from time to 
time, and from the very frequent occurrence of albumen, be- 
gan to think that it deserved more attention as a symptom 
or complication than had usually been accredited to it, and 
accordingly resolved to study its natural history as asso- 
ciated with typhus fever. Thereupon a specimen of the 
urine of each patient was tested daily with heat and nitric 
acid, from the date of his admission till death, or an advanced 
convalescence resulted ; and, from a steady pursuance of this 
practice to the end of my fever service, I am enabled to state 
that the urine of nearly every severe case contained albumen 
for a longer or shorter period, corresponding to the acme of 
the disease. And by a severe case is meant, when the pulse 
rises to 120 beats per minute, with dark dry tongue, sub- 
sultus tendinum, etc. The albumen would commonly mani- 
fest itself as follows: while the disease was in its incipient 





stages, and yet advancing, its presence was exceedingly 
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rare ; if the attack proved a mild one, and the pulse remained 
below 112, no albumen would be found throughout the 
disease ; but when the pulse became as rapid as above 
mentioned, 120 per minute, with symptoms of correspond- 
ing gravity, albumen would begin to appear in small quan- 
tities at first, increasing part passu with the disease, and 
diminishing as soomsas the crisis was passed ; so that, when 
convalescence was fairly established, the albumen would 
entirely disappear, and never in any case was found again 
while the patient remained in the hospital. Nearly every 
fatal case had albumen in the urine after the symptoms 
became alarming ; but casts were also discovered in this 
albuminous urine. Hitherto the presence of casts in the 
urine of a person sick of fever, sealed the prognosis and 
doomed the patient, as he was supposed to be laboring under 
some of the incurable organic lesiuns known under the head 
of Bright’s disease. Doubtless the vast majority of those 
affected with antecedent and confirmed Bright’s disease 
would succumb to an attack of typhus-fever; but that all, 
or a large proportion of those sick of typhus, in whose renal 
excretion casts are found, will die of the attack, is a propo- 
sition too comprehensive and too thoroughly disproved to be 
again credited, In our cases the appearance, continuance, 
and final disappearance of the casts seemed to be governed 
by about the same laws which regulated the albumen in 
these respects, with this exception: that the albumen almost 
constantly preceded the casts by a day or two, and the casts 
in turn would be found, by prolonged examination, for a few 
days after the disappearance of the albumen. 

The casts were of the granular variety, of large size, and 
were found in every case that died, and in all such severe 
cases as contained albumen beyond a mere trace; and these 
casts entirely disappeared as the patient began to recover, 
and in no case were known to reappear, although the urine 
was patiently examined with the microscope for weeks 
after in many cases, and in all, till health was so thoroughly 
re-established as to demand the discharge of the patient. 

These facts, in relation to albumen and casts in typhus 
fever, are entirely novel to me, as I am unable to find any 
published account of either occurring so frequently as above 
described. That these patients had organic disease of the 
kidney before the attack of fever was morally impossible, 
for in no case were casts and albumen present during the 
earlier stages of the disease, and in none could the history 
of previous Bright's disease be traced ; moreover, the well 
developed muscular system, the thickened cuticle of the 
hand, and the bronzed hue of the face, presented by many, 
unmistakably evidenced a degree of vigor and physical en- 
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Bright's disease ; add to this the recovery and subsequent 
good health of the patient, and the evidence is demonstra- 
tive. 

In the present state of our knowledge of renal pathology, 
albumen and casts are supposed to indicate structural changes 
in the kidney. Why may not typhus fever produce an 
acute Bright's disease as well as scarlatina? why may not 
a condition, analogous to that described by Dr. Johnson as 
acute desquamative nephritis, obtain in this disease? Dr. 
Johnson supposes that the causation of the lesions sustained 
by the kidneys during and after scarlet-fever, exists in the 
extra labor of eliminating the materies morbi which they 
are called upon to perform vicariously for the skin when its 
excretory functions are impaired, 

In the critical stages of typhus, the struggling system is 
seeking to rid itself of the fever poison, and all the excretory 
organs are probably brought into requisition; but now the 
bowels are slow, the skin either hot and dry, or sluggish 
and atonic; at best its functions are partially suspended ; in 
this condition the kidney is called upon, as in scarlet fever, 
to relieve the oppressed organism, and, in its benevolent 
exertions at exorcising this subtle typhus agent, becomes 
itself diseased, as shown by the casts and albumen in its 
excretion. 

The treatment of most of these cases was novel in this 
hospital, so far as relates to the medicinal part of it; but before 
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entering upon this, we will say a few words in relation to 
the general treatment. Free ventilation was insisted upon 
as the sine quad non, together with perfect cleanliness of the 
body and bed-clothes; next food, at once nutritious and 
easy of digestion, such as eggs, milk, and beef-tea—which 
were the only articles upon which we depended—and of 
these, eggs and milk are by far the more reliable in cases 
requiring much support by alimentation; the eggs were 
found to agree best with the taste and stomach, when their 
albumen was slightly coagulated by boiling, and the milk 
was generally given with whiskey, Stimulants were ad- 
ministered in doses graduated to the severity of the case ; 
many patients required but very little, and a few not any 
at all, while others took whiskey in large quantities: 
twenty-four ounces per diem was not an unusual allow- 
ance. The largest quantity given daily to any patient that 
recovered was thirty-six ounces; in short, alimentation and 
stimulation constituted the whole treatment aside from the 
special medication to which allusion has already been made. 
And this consisted in the employment of the acid plan so 
much advocated by Dr. Chambers of London. Dr. Chambers 
gives dilute muriatic acid with the iuea of combating the 
“sub-acidity ’ of the blood, which is caused by the great 
increase of the destructive metamorphosis of the tissues, 
giving rise (according to Dr. Richardson) to a condition of 
“ super-alkalinity ’ of the blood. Of this treatment Dr. 
Chambers says: “ The draught is usually approved of even 
for its taste, but is still more approved of even for its bene- 
ficial effects. I have now used it in every case of low fever 
for four years, and have not lost one of those patients who 
have taken it for thirty-six hours.” Although unable to 
report such absolute success as this, still we are forced to 
the conclusion that the mortality among dur fever patients 
was very materially diminished by the exhibition of the acid 
after the manner proposed by Dr. Chambers, except that, 
instead of muriatic, we gave sulphuric acid. Our prescrip- 
tion was as follows: KR. Acid, sulpb. dil. 3 xi.; syr. aurantii, 
aque a 3 viij.; mix a tablespoonful every two hours, 
The patients relished the mixture ; and, in order to arrive at 
a proximate appreciation of its therapeutical agency, the fol- 
lowing facts have been collated. It is proper to state, before 
proceeding further, that all of the cases which we admit 
into the following account are those which remain after the 
elimination of all such as died within forty-eight hours after 
admission (for which we are not responsible), together with 
those immediately transferred to other wards, the diagnosis 
of fever being disproved, After such elimination, there were 
treated in the male fever-ward, from January Ist to July 
Ist, 1863, seventy cases.of fever, fourteen of whom died, or 
twenty per cent.; none of these patients had any acid, but 
were treated in the usual way by food and stimulants. 

From July Ist, 1863, to January Ist, 1864, there were 
treated in the same ward ninety-three cases of fever; of 
these eleven died, or 11.82 percent. Fifteen of these ninety- 
three cases occurring during the month of July, were treated 
in the same manner as the seventy patients already men- 
tioned. Three cases out of these fifteen died, or twenty 
per cent., being the same ratio of mortality as occurred in 
the seventy patients. The remaining seventy-eight patients 
took, in addition, to the food and stimulants, the sulphuric 
acid as above prescribed, and of this number but eight died, 
or 10.25 per cent. 

Now, the type of the fifteen cases which were treated 
during the month of July, was in no respect different from 
that which obtained in the seventy-eight cases immediately 
preceding; and, with the exception of the acid, the treat- 
ment was precisely the same in both; the nursing being 
attended to by the same Orderly, whose efficient and in- 
telligent exertions will be gratefully remembered by many 
patients. 

The seventy cases occurring during the six months pre- 
ceding July, 1863, although not seen by us, were, accord- 
ing to reliable authority, about the same in character as the 
ninety-three which followed; they were certainly no 
graver. 
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Here, then, is an aggregate of one hundred and sixty- 
tree cases; eighty-five being treated with food and sti- 
mulants without any acid, with a loss of twenty per cent., 
and the remaining twenty-eight with food and stimulus, 
but with the addition of about nineteen minims of dilute 
sulphuric acid every two hours, with a mortality of 10.25 - 
per cent., being a difference of 9.75 per cent. After what 
has already been said of the type and treatment of these 
one hundred and sixty-three cases, we will leave the 
reader with the facts to make his own deductions as to the 
relative efficiency of the two methods of treatment. 

In conclusion, we will make a few remarks upon the 
contagiousness of typhus fever, and the effects of fever 
among medical men. It is well known to the readers of 
the American Mepicat Tres, that Dr. A. Loomis was 
appointed by the New York Academy of Medicine, as a 
committee to investigate the origin of the present epi- 
demic of typhus fever in New York city; and that he 
reported his success in tracing it to a little girl in Mul- | 
berry street, recently landed from an emigrant vessel, sick 
of typhus fever; and that it was communicated from her 
to other families within the same tenement, and from 
this house to others adjacent; and from this vicinity 
was transported to various parts of the city; thus con- 
firming the doctrine held among us, that typhus fever 
is never indigenous in this country; never springs up de 
novo, but always, when occurring here, is shipped from 
some foreign, usually British port. Were other evi- 
dences needed of -the contagious nature of typhus, they 
might be furnished in the fact, that often within this hos- | 
pital we have not only several members of the same 
family sick of fever, but trustworthy accounts of its having 
been given to them by some friend, sick of fever, who 
came to their house to stay during his‘illness; and since 
the fever has prevailed to any considerable extent, and the 
fever wards of Bellevue Hospital have been filled with 
patients, the building has become a propagator of the poi- 
son, so that within one year nearly one hundred cases of 
fever have originated within the hospital. 

Within the past year ten members of the resident hos- 
pital staff have had fever, and of these five have died, or fifty 
per cent. ; besides these, another medical gentlemen whose 
duties required his daily attendance at the hospital for 
several hours, also contracted the disease and died ; so that 
the mortality among medical men has been fearful, which 
corresponds tu previous experience. 

Beiievvr Hosrrrar, Jan, 29, 1864. 
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THE EXAMINATION OF RECRUITS; 
OR HINTS ON THE DUTIES OF AN “EXAMINING SURGEON.’ ’ 
By JAMES BRYAN, Svreroy, U.S.V. 


“But when they would seem soldiers, they have galls, 
Good arms, strong joints, true swords ; and Jove's accord, 
Nothing sv full of heart.” 





SHAKSPEARE. 


Ir has been my practice during the present war to record 
a few notes or hints on each branch of the medical service, 
as I saw it in my own experience ; and, in accordance with 
this habit, I proceed to say a few words on the important 
duties of an ‘‘ Examining Surgeon for Volunteer Recruits.” 
Without this examination, according to the regulations, no 


called upon to examine men for the serviee. The first is 


that in which (whether associated with bounties or not) 
men offer themselves, or are offered as volunteers. 
Secondly, He examines men who are drafted, and decides 
whether they are qualified, physically, intellectually, and 
morally, or not, to perform the duties of private soldiers. 
In the first case, at the present time, when the bounties 
from different sources are so large, it is decidedly to the 
interest of the volunteer, or of his friends, that he should 
pass the inspection of the surgeon. In the second case no 
bounties are offered nor received, and a certain percentage 
of persons from all classes of society, provided they 
pass this inspection, are liable to be sent to the army to 
perform military duty. 
The wishes and interests of this class are frequently 
opposed to the wishes of the Government, and every im- 
pediment will be thrown in the way of the surgeon to pre- 
vent his verdict in favor of their soundness; the surgeon 
consequently has to guard himself against imposition in the 
way of feigned diseases, Of this part of his duty I shall 
not speak further on the ‘eagee occasion. In reference to 
his duties with the first class, the friends of the recruit, or 
the recruit himself, will, in order to secure the bounty, 
attempt to impose upon the surgeon in various ways, 
one of the most common of which is, pretending to be 
younger than he is. To do this it is not uncommon to 
have his hair, whiskers, and mustaches dyed ; to wear arti- 
ficial teeth, an artificial eye ; to conceal a halt or lameness, 
by walking upright, and to exhibit a flexibility and mobi- 
lity of his limbs generally, which are forced and unnatural. 
The assistance of alcohol is often invoked to carry out the 
deception. On the other hand, boys who are evidently not 
more than fourteen or fifteen years of age, will affirm that 
they are eighteen or nineteen. I have known boys to be 
dressed in men’s clothes to make them appear older. 
Strong efforts sometimes are made to conceal a partial 
paralysis of an arm, a leg, or both, When a candidate is 
excessively modest, and objects pertinaciously to the ex- 
posure of his person, I have learned to suspect the pre- 
sence of a hernia, a hydrocele, or some other affection in the 
region of the genital organs. Even varicose and other chronic 
ulcers of the legs are found concealed by the clothing. 
Some of them try to hide their defects by rapid motions of 
their limbs or body, in this way deceiving the eye of the 
surgeon. The repeated assertion before an examination, 
either by the man himself or his friends, that he is perfectly 
“sound,” should always be taken “cum grano salis.” A 
blind eye will sometimes be dexterously shaded by a lock 
of hair, and many other defects may be thrown into the 
shade by a dexterous position of the body. 


MODE OF EXAMINING A RECRUIT. 


lst. Have him entirely undressed, leaving not a particle 
of clothing on his person; let him stand before, and facing 
the surgeon, at a distance of from three to five feet, with 
the light shining upon his face and the front part of his 
body. Let him stretch both hands and arms out before 
him, opening and shutting his hands to their fullest extent ; 
then let him flex his fore-arms upon his arms, and extend 
them again; then let him raise his hands and arms over 
his head, striking the backs or palms together. Let him 
grin, and open his mouth to show histeeth. Let him cough 
repeatedly and strongly, while the surgeon carefully exa- 





private soldier or non-commissioned officer can enter the 
army of the United States. The, surgeon’s signature is 
generally considered of sufficient authority to “ pass” a man 
into the service; yet the “regulations” call for the pre- 
sence of the mustering officer at this examination, and I 
have been in the habit of insisting upon having a commis- 
sioned officer always present on the occasion. There is a 
strong disposition, while holding the surgeon responsible 
for all errors and mistakes, to leave the matter entirely 
in his hands. This should not be. For the protection 
of the service and of the surgeon, the regulations should 
be rigidly complied with. 


There are two conditions under which a surgeon may be 





mines the inguinal regions. Let him bend his legs upon his 
thighs, one after the other; let him then turn his back to 
the surgeon, bending his head and body downwards, till 
his hands touch the floor ; let him then stand up, and walk 
off some fifteen or twenty feet.’ Turning his face to the 
surgeon again, and standing still, the surgeon presents to 
his eye a playing card, and asks him to tell at that distance 
the number of spots on the cnrd; if he answers correctly, 
the attending officer then covers the left eye of the recruit, 
while the surgeon changes the card, and asks the same 
question as before ; a handbill or other paper containing let- 
ters of different sizes will answer the double purpose of test- 
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ing the sight and ability to read. Occasionally various 
gymnastic exercises, as running, jumping, or going through 
the manual with the musket, will be necessary, to deter- 
mine the strength and agility of the man. 
DISEASES MET WITH IN A RECRUITING OFFICE. 

Those of the eye, which we have met with, are, corneal opa- 
city, corneal specks, contracted pupil, cataract, amaurosis, ir- 
regular pupil, strabismus, collapse of the eye, total loss of the 
ball, and excessive myopia. It is necessary always that the 
right eye be agoodone. Deafness, with chronic discharges 
from both ears ; loss of teeth, particularly in the upper jaw ; 
torticollis, curvature of the spine, with consequent malfor- 
mation of the chest, with or without tuberculosis; 
dominal dropsy ; consumption, and diseases of the heart; 
stillicidium uring; all forms of inguinal and scrotal hernia; 
one case of undescended testicle, varicocele, hydrocele, and 
sarcocele ; hamorrhoids, and prolapsus ani; varices of the 
thighs and legs; chronic ulcers of the latter, of all varieties, 
specific and other; sub-luxation of the shoulder-joint; par- 
tial anchylosis of the elbow-joints ; 
end of the radius, The loss of one or more fingers, also of 
the thumb; femoral fistula not involving the joints; stiff- 
ness and anchy losis of the knee-joints; do, do, of the ankle- 


ab- 


luxations of the upper 
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joints; elephantiasis of the thigh; loss of all the toes of | 


both feet by frost: bunions, over-lappings, and other de- 
formities of the toes. 

The condition of the mental and moral faculties is some- 
times difficult to determine. The great prevalence of alco- 
holic inebriation, with its stupifying effects, makes it pecu- 
liarly so. The minimum height to which the recruiting 
officer is restricted by the Regulations in his selection of 
men for the service, is five feet three inches, but we some- 
times find persons who are otherwise strong and vigorous 
who do not come up even to this standard. The requisi- 
tion, “competent knowledge of the English language,” 
must be rendered by a free translation, in many cases 
where the German, French, or any foreign language is the 
only one spoken by a recruit, According to the Regu- 
lations, all recruits are subject, after leaving the rendezvous 
and before final acceptance, toa second examination. This 
is doubtless for the purpose of correcting any mistakes 
which may have been made by the recruiting officers, Suf- 
ficient time is thus allowed to intervene for the exposure of 
deceptions, and for the development and more perfect ob- 
servation of concealed diseases. 


As this is a regular pro- 
cedure, to meet these unavoidable difficulties, no special 
blame should fall upon the recruiting officers, when these 
unintentional accidents are thus exposed and corrected. It 
is only when the number and charac‘er of the cases present 
indubitable evidence of carelessness or neglect on the part 
of these officers, that anything like punishment should be 
inflicted upon them. They are supposed to be loyal men 
and gentlemen, have taken the oath to support the Goy- 
ernment, and are not interested in sending worthless men 
to defend it. I will close my remarks on this subject, by 
recommending my fellow officers to follow strictly the Re- 
gulations, and the various “orders” from head-quarters. 
And whenever a difficult or doubtful case occurs, to call in 
the aid of other officers, and in all cases decide for the in- 
terest of the Government. 
I may mention, in passing, that some of the finest physi- 
cal forms that I have examined, have been those of the 
negroes. They are, moreover, less afflicted with hernia and 
several other diseases than are the whites. They appear to 
be almost free from scabies and other affections of the skin, 
so common among the white brethren. These facts have 
reference only to the pure black, and not to the mulatto, 
At the suggestion of Surgeon-General HamMonp, the 
question was agitated in Congress to restrict the period of 
enlistment to the ages of 20 to 45. The practice at pre- 
sent, however, substitutes the 18th for the 20th year; 


aud the recruiting officer is daily importuned by boys of 

sixteen and seventeen, to be admitted to the Army on the 

assertion, and even oath, that they are eighteen years of age. 
141 Montagux-Steget, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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EPILEPSY OF THE RETINA, 
AND ITS CONNEXION WITH GLAUCOMA. 
By JULIUS HOMBERGER, M.D. 
(Continued from page 75.) 


Tne circumstance of the absence of intra-ocular pressure, as 
stated by Dr. G., does not speak against such a supposition 
as Coccius* (and also cases of my own) strongly argue 
against the invariable existence of intra-ocular pressure in 
some cases of simple glaucoma, and as, besides, the palpation 
of the bulb as hitherto practised, is so imperfect a means 
of physical diagnosis, that its results cannot be considered 
as very reliable, and certainly not as infallible. 

It was my intention to give in the above, some cases 
which seem to me analogous as to their pathogenenesis, 
and which seem to justify my attempt to combine epilepsy 
and glaucoma as kindred diseases, produced by identical, or 
kindred nervous influences, These influences seem to be 
the causa proxima of an irritation of the vaso-motory nerves, 
producing contraction of the vessels of the brain in epi- 
lepsy, contraction of the vessels of the optic nerve in glau- 
coma. Enpilepsy might be called the glaucoma of the brain, 
glaucoma the epilepsy of the retina. 

If we consider the comparative emptiness of the retinal 
vessels as the consequence of nervous irritation, and as the 
cause of the defect of vision, which may also be produced 
by mechanical pressure on the eyeball; if we suppose that 
in glaucoma simplex, the defect of vision disappears as soon 
as the temporary nervous irritation of the yaso-motory 
nerves ceases, In the same way as vision returns as soon as 
the pressing finger is removed from the normal eye sub- 
jected to the above quoted experiment of Donders and 
Moll; if we regard the increase of intra-ocular pressure in 
inflammatory glaucoma as the consequence of an increased 
secretion of the humors of the eye, produced by the rela- 
tive vacuum in the vessels, in the same way as we produce 
such a partial vacuum for therapeutical purposes by the 
artificial teeth, I believe we have satisfactory combination 
of the hitherto recondite links of that chain of symptoms 
which has been called glaucoma. 

Furthermore, it seems certain that the more rapid and the 
more considerable the contraction of the vessels are, the 
more violent must be the secretory functions of the 
secretory membranes. The choroid and ciliary body re- 
spond by a slight increase of secretion to a slight decrease 
of the blood in the retinal vessels, while, if the decrease of 
blood in the latter is considerable (which is identical with 
a powerful irritation), and if the contraction produced by 
the irritation is lasting, a resorption of the hypersecretion 
and osmotic exchange becomes more and more difficult or 
impossible, Then the symptoms of inflammation and high 
intra-ocular pressure set in, giving to the disease the character 
of inflammatory glaucoma. Iam well aware that some of 
the opinions which I put before my readers may soon prove 
untenabie, and that many conclusions may not be true. 
On the other hand I think that others may know better 
than myself to derive truth from various points which serve 
as the base of my arguments. I did not wish to delay the 
publication of this article, because it cannot fail to remind 
many physicians of cases, like those quoted, and my own, 
of epilepsy of the retina, and to elicit the record of their 
observations, I am of the opinion that the discovery of 
the cause of contraction of the blood-vessels in epilepsy 
will be identical with the discovery of the first cause of 
glaucoma, and vice-versa, 

Finally, I solicit for my remarks the attention of both 
physicians and ophthalmologists, and crave their indulgence 
if scientifie zeal should have carried me too far into barren 
fields of speculation. 


* See Archives of Ophthalmology, Vol. IX Part I. page 6. The words 
of Coccius are: “The tension which undoubtedly exists in many cases of 
simple glaucoma isin others so «light, particularly in the commencement 
of the disease, that it has not sufficed to satiafy me that tension 18 the fun- 
damental symptom in glaucoma simplex, as Donders thinks.” 
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REPORT OF A CASE OF DIPHTHERIA. 
AUTOPSY. 

By P. C. GARVIN, Assrt.-Surc. 407Ta Mass. 
Private W—— R , Co. F, 40th Massachusetts Vols., 
was admitted to Hospital December 31, 1863. He had 
high fever, foetid breath; tongue coated with yellowish, 
thick fur; great swelling of tonsils, with ash-colored 
patches upon each. 

The patient was very much alarmed, several deaths hav- 
ing occurred in the regiment from diphtheria. His throat 


| 
| 


was sponged with arg. nit. Dii., aq. 3i., and the following | 


prescription was administered :—R. Quiniz 3i., Op. caps., 
aa. gr. vi. M. Ft. pulv. in ch, vi. div. §&. One every four 
hours. This treatment was continued with apparent bene- 
fit to the patient until January 4, when he was found to 
have more fever, was more stupid, and in reply to the 
question: “How do you feel?” answered, “I'm better,” 
immediately relapsing into sleep. In addition to the above 
treatment, mag. sulph. 3 ii. was administered every four 
hours, to relieve constipation; increasing foetor of breath 
was corrected by garg. potass. chl. Jan. 5.—The disease 
assumed a typhoid character, and the patient had a low, 
muttering delirium. The throat appeared dusky upon the 
inside, and a livid hue extended over the countenance. The 
patient declared himself better, had considerable coma, but 
was easily roused. During the afternoon there was rapid 
increase of lividity ; pulse 120 to 130, with great increase of 
mucus in the throat. He was unable to expectorate at 
six p.M., and died an hour later. 

Autopsy was performed by Surgeons Smith and Garvin 
at ten a.m. of the sixth. Rigor mortis well marked ; there 


were recent adhesions upon the left side;-grey hepatiza- 
tion; a dark mottled appearance of the lungs; and at the 
base of the right lobe were black patches, also one upon 
the anterior edge of the middle lobe. A false membrane 
(thin and ash-colored) commenced high up in the trachea, 
and increasing in thickness as it descended, oe 


filled the right bronchus, rendering that lung entirely use- 
less; here the exudation was mingled with matter of a 
muco-purulent character, which with forceps could be 
drawn out in long shreds. In the left bronchus the mem- 
brane was firmer, being of the thickness of filtering paper, 
and, when removed, retained to some degree the tubular 
form; the trachea was intensely inflamed; the heart nor- 
mal, 


Progress of Medical Science. 


Coxip Apriications To THE Turoat.—To prove that this 
practice is not new, the Editor of the ae Lancet 
quotes from the literature of the subject as far back as 
Mason Good, where we learn that as long ago as 1822 
croup was treated with cold applications. The same has 
been recommended by various writers at different periods 
to the present time. The editor says that his own experience 
in the use of cold applications to the throat for croup is 
decidedly favorable; in no instance have they failed to 
produce a marked good effect on the breathing. He now 
constantly orders pieces of ice to be held in the mouth, and 
the cold water to be swallowed in all inflammatory affec- 
tions of the throat. 

The same number of the Lancet contains a letter from 
M. M. Taylor, Surgeon U.S.V., to Prof. N. P. Davis, of 
Chicago, in which the writer states that for the last four or 
five years his practice has been to apply ice to the throat 
externally in the treatment of inflammatory and spasmodic 
croup, diphtheria, tonsillitis, laryngitis, edema of the glot- 
tis, and, indeed, all inflammatory affections of the throat 
not connected with the eruptive fevers. It exerts a power- 
ful sedative effect, both general and local, and though it 
may not arrest, it always modifies the morbid action. He 











says: “My mode of application has been to secure a piece 
of ice, the size of a hen’s egg, so shaped as to adapt itself 
to the form of the neck, upon each side of the larynx, or as 
near the seat of inflammation as practicable; and for ton- 
sillitis, immediately to the sub-maxillary region, upon one 
or both sides, as the case might require. I have generally 
adjusted the ice by enveloping it in a single thickness of 
oiled silk, so that it could not slip from its proper place, 
then, placing it saddlewise over the larynx, I next enve- 
lop the whole neck with several thicknesses of flannel, 
with the view of preventing the temperature of the sur- 
rounding air from contributing to any extent in dissolving 
it. When the ice seems to be no longer required, the 
moderate application of cold water will prevent too great 
reaction, and the lighting up anew of the morbid action.” 
This treatment is not solely relied upon to the exclusion of 
other remedies, but is considered a valuable auxiliary to 
such other medication as the circumstances of any particu- 
lar case seem to demand.” 
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A NEW DISEASE. 


Durine the past week an instance of the poisoning of a 
whole family, and the death of one member caused by 
eating a ham, was reported in the city papers. The case 
was investigated by Dr. Scunetrrer, who found the ham 
full of the “ trichina spiralis,” and did not hesitate to attri- 
bute the poisoning to this parasite. 

Considerable attention has recently been attracted to 
the habits of the trichina spiralis, and the diseases arising 
from its diffusion in the human system. The trichine have 
long been known to exist in the muscles of hogs, coiled in 
a spiral form, and inclosed in chalky capsules. In 1835 
Pror. Owen first distinguished them in the human body. 
The speckled condition of human muscle previously no- 
ticed, was found to be due to “ white specks in the 
muscles, and seem to be cysts of an elliptical figure, 
with the extremities in general alternated, elongated, or 
more opaque than the body (or intermediate part) of the 
cyst, which is in general sufficiently transparent to show 
that it contains a minute coiled-up worm.” Subsequent 
observers have described this worm more minutely, and 
from their researches it appears that “ the fully developed 
trichina is a distinct filiform worm, occupying the ali- 
mentary canal, and giving birth to young trichinz, which 
pierce the walls of the intestines, and, on reaching the 
muscles, become capsulated.” According to Levckagrr, 
the trichina, which he regards as a nematoid in an early 
stage, attains sexual maturity two days after its entry into 
the alimentary canal. The young pierce the intestinal 
wall, and, guided by the intermuscular connective tissue, 
reach the interior of the muscular fasciculus, where they 
attain their full size within a fortnight. The muscular 
fibres become granular, and when the creature is full 
grown, the sarcolemma becomes condensed. Vircnow, in 
his experiments upon rabbits, never found the trichinw 
in the brain, heart, lungs, liver, kidney, or blood, 

It is now well established that the development of this 
worm in the human subject is due to the ingestion of pork 


which contains the animal or its embryones. In very 
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many cases the disease has been directly traced to the 
feeding upon pork which has been found to contain the 
trichinz. They have also been developed in the rabbit by 
introducing them into the stomach. Gamege has recently 
written on this subject, and notices the fact that parasites 
abound in the domestic hog, and are especially abundant 
in the swine of Ireland. Turner thinks this parasite is 
more frequent in man than is generally believed ; he found 
it in between one and two per cent. of the bodies in the 
dissecting room. The disease which the trichina produces 
in man is due to its development and wandering to distant 
points. The disease resembles typhus fever, and is often, 
doubtless, mistaken for it. It is not confined always to a 
single individual, but may assume all the characters of an 
epidemic. Dr. Mvetirr, of Homburg, Germany, states 
that “in Hettstaedt, a small town of Prussia, containing 
about 5,000 or 6,000 inhabitants, a veritable epidemical 
propagation of trichinse commenced in the middle of Octo- 
ber last, in consequence of the infected person having 
eaten a kind of sausage (not thoroughly cooked) made of 
pork in which were trichine.” 

The symptoms of the disease during this epidemic are 
thus given by Dr. Mvetiter :— 

“ According to the information I obtained on fhe spot, 
the disease begins a few days after eating the meat in 
which there were trichine, with loss of appetite, and al- 
most without exception with diarrhoea and fever; oedema 


of the eyelids; also pain, or at least painful sensation of | 


weakness, in the limbs; oedema of the joints; difficulty in 
moving the tongue; profuse clammy perspiration: and 
those patients who do not become convalescent, die either 
unconscious with symptoms of typhus fever, or, in a few 
cases, remain conscious to the end, complaining of inability 
to breathe freely. The only important symptom of typhus 
absent in the disease is the enlargement of the spleen, and 


it is very probable that some of the so-called epidemics of | 


typhus fever in former days were caused by the propaga- 
tion of trichinz in the human body.” 

Other writers speak also of excessive and singular mus- 
cular pains generally through the body, but especially in 
the calves of the legs, which become hard and swollen. 
Tunoer thus describes a case occurring in a sailor :-— 

“The patient suffered from diarrhoea, with pain in the ab- 
domen. To these symptoms were subsequently added loss 
of appetite, headache, and violent pains in the limbs, espe- 
cially in the legs. The skin was hot and perspiring ; the face 
red ; the pulse very frequent; the legs, especially the calves, 
seemed rather tense; the skin generally was very tender 
on pressure. Ata later date, disturbance of consciousness 
set in; the features became collapsed; there were frequent 
involuntary alvine evacuations ; the breathing became labo- 
rious; the cutaneous teaderness continued. 
consciousness and the collapse increased, the temperature 
and the frequency of the pulse fell; the voice became weak 
and somewhat hoarse. ‘The patient died in a state of un- 
consciousness. 

The diagnosis of this disease may be positively made 
out during life by harpooning the muscles and examining 
the portion removed under the microscope. Friepreica thus 
speaks of a case diagnosticated during life :—‘‘ The muscles 
(calves of the legs) were harpooned several times. The 
first time was about twenty or twenty-one days after the 
commencement of the attack: although a piece of muscle 
only about the size of a hemp-seed was taken out, no less 
than seven trichinz were found. Ten days later other har- 
pooning showed no triching ; but seven days after this a 
living, but not encapsuled trichina was found; and four 
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days after this an encapsuled worm was discovered. Seven- 
teen days later, when the patient was quite well, the search 
for triching was fruitless. The muscular fibres were not 
inflamed, but were fattily degenerating rapidly. A very 
extraordinary discovery was that a trichina was found in 
the pus of one of the boils, so that Friedreich asserts that 
the furunculoid disease was caused also by a wandering of 
the worm beyond its usual site. The patient had been 
engaged in killing pigs the week before his illness, and had 
often held his bloody knife in his mouth, and had also eaten 
raw some of the bits intended for sausages.” 

The “ trichina disease” often proves fatal. It may ter- 
minate fatally with immediate and severe symptoms, as in 
the case occurring in this city. | Lancenpeck relates an 
instance where a commission composed of eight persons 
were served with a collation composed of ham, sausages, 
cheese, roast veal, and white wine, Seven partook of the 
food, all of whom were soon after seized with intense 
diarrhoea, pain in the neck, and cedema of the face and 
extremities, In four the attack -proved fatal, and the 
others had a lingering convalescence. Several years after 
LANGENBECK Operated upon one of the survivors, and found 
that his muscles contained an immense number of dead 
trichinz in calcified capsules. It terminates fatally in ordi- 
nary cases in about the same ratio as typhus or typhoid 
fever. During the epidemic at Hettstaedt eighty persons 
were attacked, of whom about twenty ‘died. The mode of 
dying is not unlike that of fever; peritonitis and paralysis 
are also frequent results, 





a 

THE PROGRESS OF THE AMBULANCE BILL. 
Ir is with the liveliest gratification that we notice that the 
Ambulance Bill, introduced into the U. S. Senate by Mr. 
Witsoy, has passed that body. In its main features the 
measure is the same as that introduced into practice in the 
Army of the Potomac by Dr. Letrerman, Medical Direc- 
tor. It is painful to reflect how much misery such a sys- 
tem would have saved had it early been adopted by Go- 
vernment. But we are making slow progress, and must 
be thankful that even after so long a time our legislators re- 
cognise the claims of humanity, and yield to the imperative 
demands of the people. The thanks of the nation are due 
to those who have so untiringly urged this measure upon 
the attention of Congress until they have finally triumphed. 
Especially should the labors of Dr. Bownrren, of Boston, 
be remembered and rewarded ; to him more than any other 
single individual is due the credit of securing the passage 
of this act. Our Boston contemporary is needlessly sensi- 
tive, however, in its assertion of the claims of the profession 
of that city to the paternity of this measure. We have no 
disposition to detract in the slightest degree from the merit 
of the medical men of Boston who have so perseveringly 
prosecuted this humane enterprise. We have had reason to 
believe that there was not that degree of concert of action 
between the profession of Boston and the friends of an 
Ambulance system elsewhere that was desirable, in order 
to secure the passage of an act. Happily, however, there 
has been entire harmony, and the result will be the inau- 
guration of this important branch of service in all the 
armies of the United States. 


THE HAMMOND COURT-MARTIAL, 


Tuis trial is slowly proceeding, and all the evidence on the 
part of the prosecution has been brought forward. The 
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defence will occupy a month or more, as there are upwards 
of forty witnesses to be examined, Meanwhile we have 
in the following extract from the leading London journal, 
the impression which this trial produces upon intelligent 
foreign readers : 


“Some time since (Medical Times and Gazette, October 
17) we noticed the remarkable circumstance, that Dr. Ham- 
mond, the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, in 
the very midst of a most successful career of enlightened 
administration, which was obtaining for him the highest 
public and professional approbation, had been removed from 
his scene of usefulness, and despatched to a distant region 
upon a comparatively unimportant mission. This seemed 
at the time quite unintelligible ; and, although a motive has 
since been assigned, we are still unable to understand how, 
in a country professing a love for justice and fair play, it has 
beenallowed to operate so mischievous a procedure. It 
appears that, in the course of the reforms he has had to 
institute, Dr. Hammond has found it necessary to rout out 
more than one nest of jobbers in public calamity, and has 
had the courage to execute his duties in face of great diffi- 
culties, Those whose interests he has thus interfered with 
seem to have possessed power enough to obtain his relega- 
tion from the proper field of his duties, and the appoint- 
ment of a secret commission to investigate in his absence 
charges made against his management of his department. 
This inquisitorial procedure has naturally aroused the in- 
dignation of the Profession, especially as this is only one of 
many acts exhibiting a disposition to interfere with, and 
trammel, the legitimate action of the Medical Department, 
to which the army owes so much.” 


A STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS. 

Tue project of a State Board of Examiners for the degree 
of Doctor of Medicine has been revived by the Medica} 
Department of the University of Buffalo. It is proposed 
that this Board shall examine all candidates for the degree 


of M.D., and confer diplomas instead of the medical col- 
leges, The plan is one which, if carried out with something 
like legal force, would be of great importance to our profes- 
sion and to the community at large. There is no doubt that 
such a Board of Examiners, themselves properly qualified, 
would reject a large number of applicants annually who 
are passed by the schools. And this very fact would at 
once elevate the standard of qualification. But, after all, 
is such a scheme practicable? Who is to appoint the 
Board of Examiners? Shall we go to the Governor 
and Senate? In that case we can readily determine the 
character of the Examiners; they will be mere politicians. 
Shall we succeed better if we give the appointing power 
to the State Medical Society ? We think not. The near- 
est approximation to a scheme of appointment that would 
secure a qualified Board, would be to give the power to 
the medical schools. The idea will doubtless . prove 
chimerical. , The only scheme that suggests itself as prac- 
ticable is a regulation on the part of the American Medica] 
Association admitting to its fellowship only such members 
as have passed a thorough examination by a board or col- 
lege of its own creation. The title M.D. already passes for 
nothing, and might as well be considered only an evidence 


ofan inferior grade of qualification ; a new title should be | 


given to those who attain to a fellowship of the American 
Medical Association, It is stated that the Buffalo Medical 
College has perfected the proposed plan of a Board of State 
Examiners, but we are not informed as to its details, 
Pror. Lee, with whom the scheme originated, has given 
much attention to this subject, and we hope he will favor 
the profession with his views. 


OBITUARY. 




















Obituary. 


SILAS L. CONDICT, M.D. 


Dr. Conpict was a native of New Jersey, born in Morris- 
town, Morris county, in August, 1806. His father, the 
Hon. Lewis Condict, was an eminent public man in the 
Legislature, and for twenty years a member of Congress 
from that State. Dr. Silas Condict received his classical 
education at Princeton, and studied medicine under the 
direction of Dr. Sewell, of Washington City. Entering 
upon his profession, he practised for a time in Morristown, 
whence he removed to Newtown, Long Island, where he 
remained some years. He afterwards settled in the city of 
New York, but soon returned to his native State, and 
finally chose Jersey City as his home, where he has taken 
an active and useful part insall public interests, and distin- 
guished himself as a faithful and skilful physician, a kind, 
unselfish friend, and a zealous promoter of the cause of mo- 
rality, temperance, and religion. 

At an early period in the history of the temperance 
reform, Dr. Condict was deeply impressed with the impor- 
tance of the cause, and devoted himself to its advancement 
with an ardor and untiring perseverance which have seldom 
been surpassed. When the order of the Sons of Tempe- 
rance was instituted, he united with it, and labored cor- 
stantly in its service. As a member, and often as the pre- 
siding officer of Fidelity Division in this city, as Grand 
Worthy Patriarch of the order in the State, and finally as 
the honored head of the order in North America, he was 
universally regarded as one of the most distinguished and 
efficient promoters of the great cause of temperance. 

Dr. Condict’s extensive observation of the vast evils of 
intemperance, and his warm and active sympatliy with its 
many victims, led him during the last year of his life to 
reflect much upon the importance of an Asylum for inebri- 
ates for his State, on the plan of the Binghampton insti- 
tution in New York; and for some of the last months of 
his life he gave his time and efforts in that direction, visit- 
ing different places, and consulting leading minds, and pre- 
paring the way for the object in view. One of his late ser- 
vices, within less than a week of his death, was the pre- 
sentation of his plans to the New Jersey Medical Society, 
by whom they were cordially received, and within a short 
time it was expected the legislature would grant a charter 
for the enterprise. Probably no man in the State was 
better qualified than Dr. Condict for the prosecution of this 
undertaking, and it is a great public misfortune that he was 
prevented by death from realizing his large and generous 

lan. 

His devotion to his venerable father in his old age was 
most exemplary and touching, and to the last that parent 
leaned on that son’s arm with unfaltering trust. As a 
sympathizing friend of the poor and the afflicted, he has left 
his memorial in hundreds of humble homes in the city, and 
in every place in which his lot was cast. 


—__a—— 


Dr. W. R. Donacue has been appointed one of the sur- 
geons to St. Luke’s Hospital, and Dr. D. B. Sr. Joun Roosa 


one of the assistant-surgeons to the New York Eye Infir- 
mary. 


Personat.—Dr. Paricot has returned to New York 
after an extensive western tour. Prors. Brarnarp and 
Incats, of Chicago, were recently on a visit to New York. 
Dr. 8. H. Hewitt, U.S.A., has been appointed Medical 
Director of the Department of the Ohio. Pror, E. Emmons, 
formerly professor in the Albany Medical College and 
author of the geological report on the second district of 
New York, died Oct 1, 1863, at Brunswick, N.C. Dr. J. 
W. 8S. Govutey, U.S.A., has been ordered to the Army of 
the Potomae, and left New York Feb. 7th. 
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Correspondence. 


DOES THE PHYSICIAN EVER CURE HIS PA- 
TIENTS ? 
(To the Editor of the American Meprcat Tres.] 

Sir :—About six years ago I was requested to see Mr. J. 
O., a respectable citizen of this town, probably about seventy 
years of age, who had been ill for some time, and under 
the care of a well known, if not celebrated homceopath, 
He made the following statement :—Several months pre- 
vious he had noticed that his breathing was getting 
shorter than usual, and became quite hurried and difficult 
upon ascending a hill, or going up-stairs. Soon after this 
his feet began to swell, and he could not rest at night 
in bed unless his head and chest were considerably elevat- 
ed; there was paucity of uring, and loss of appetite and 
strength. These unpleasant symptoms increasing, he put 
himself under the care of the homeeopath, who told him 
that his disease was dropsy on the chest, and commenc- 
ed the treatment of the case. He was under his care 
several months, during which time his disease progressed 
constantly from bad to worse, and at length he was told 
that he must die. This occurred in the latter part of the 
autumn of that year, and Mr. O. said to him that, if it were 
possible, he would like to have his life prolonged until the 
following first of May, on account of the state of his world- 
ly affairs, This, however, he was told was out of the ques- 
tion ; that he could not live until the first of April. It was 
at this point that Mr. O. thought proper to dispense with 
the services of the homaopath, and I was requested to see 
him. I found him in the following condition :—His legs 
were so enormously swelled, that they resembled literally 
those of an elephant, and the skin was so stretched that it 
seemed on the point of giving way; his abdomen was 
much distended, and his breathing so difficult that he could 
not lie down at all without the sense of immediate suffo- 
cation ; the urine was scanty ; pulse irregular, and not one 
symptom that seemed to warrant the hope of recovery. 
The only thing that was not altogether unfavorable, was 
the fact that the patient had been a man of good habits, 
and that if there were any organic lesions that precluded 
the possibility of recovery, I had failed to discover them. 
He begged me by all means to do something for him, with 
which request I complied. The process of nature that was 
going on at this time, whatever might have been the 
exciting causes, was this:—The exhalants, by a deposition 
of water, were rapidly filling up the cavities of the chest 
and abdomen and the cellular tissue of the lower extremi- 
ties, and it was perfectly evident that unless this ‘“ process” 
could be suspended or counteracted by a counter-process 
of absorption, the patient must speedily die. To excite 
absorption, therefore, was the first and the urgent indica- 
tion to be fulfilled. The next question was, whether any 
means or any medicines had been discovered by the use 
of which, in cases like the present, this object can be effect- 
ed; and thus an equilibrium brought about between the 
two processes, the result of which possibly might be the 
cure of the sick man? The response to this question was 
that certain medicines HAvE been discovered, by which, in 
some conditions of the system, this object can sometimes 
be effected. Of those that I am acquainted with, the most 
reliable are calomel, squills, and digitalis. 

I accordingly immediately prescribed cal. } gr., pulv. 
scille, gr. ii, three times daily. In about ten days the 
secretion of urine was considerably increased, showing that 
the absorbent system was responding favorably to the me- 
dicine. In a short time it became abundant, and in about 
three weeks all the superfluous water had run off, both 
from the chest and abdomen, and also from the cellular 
tissue of the lower extremities. The breathing, of course, 
became perfectly free and easy; his appetite and strength 
returned, and when the first of May arrived, instead of be- 
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ing dead, as had been predicted, he was in the enjoyment 
of his usual health. I think it was in about two months 
from this time that there were symptoms of a return of the 
disease. I immediately directed the medicine to be re- 
sumed, and in a very short time all these vanished, and did 
not again return, The patient was cured, Although I am 
well aware that a conscientious and intelligent physican 
will be cautious how he uses the word cure, still there 
are, I am positive, some cases in which it may be done 
compatibly with truth, and the case above related, in my 
opinion, is one. 

I have related the preceding case, not because I suppose 
that other physicians do not often meet with cases quite 
as interesting and instructive, but to test by it the sound- 
ness of one of the conclusions to be found in the Annual 
Address of the President of the State Medical Society be- 
fore that body last winter. I had seen the address allud- 
ed to in the Med. and Surg. Rep., but did not read it until 
recently, when it was put into my hands by Dr. E. H. 
Parker, of Poughkeepsie. The address is very able, and 
contains a large amount of very important truth, express- 
ed in admirable terms ; and for this very reason, if it incul- 
cate any error, it will be the more dangerous, the more 
likely to have an injurious effect. The subject of the ad- 
dress is the “Influence of the Progress of Medical Science 
on Medical Art,” which the author thinks has been utterly 
insignificant, if by medical art we mean the power of ar- 
resting or curing diseases, After a free discussion of the 
subject, he arrives at the following conclusion : “ The great 
object, then, of our art is not to cure the sick man, but to 
carry him safely through those processes by which nature 
cures him, and to co-operate with nature in those pro- 
cesses; or, when the lesion is irremediable, to prolong life 
with as much comfort as possible.” Is this a sound con- 
clusion? Is this all the physician can do—stand by and 
watch the progress of the disease? In the case above re- 
lated, which was one of the most unpromising, my object 
was to cure my patient, and by the means employed he 
was cured, Can any one doubt this? And that, too, not 
by co-operating with the process of nature that was going 
on, for that would soon have ended the patients life, but 
by inducing another, by medical art, of precisely an oppo- 
site character; and the system being thus relieved from 
the oppression caused by the former, the “vis medicatrix 
nature” soon established a healthful equilibrium between all 
the various natural processes of the system, in which health 
consists. “If by medical art we understand (merely) the 
means of prolonging life, guarding against disease, alle- 
viating pain, and conducting diseases to a safe termina- 
tion,” but not the employment of means “to cure the 
sick man,” physicians can be regarded only as a kind of 
scientific “‘ head-nurses,” very useful to be sure, but by no 
means occupying a very elevated position among the vari— 
ous liberal professions. For my part I am not willing to 
take that position; I insist that our object should be to 
cure the sick, and that the present state of medical art, im- 
perfect as it is, will justify us in taking that ground. 

The author of the address seems dissatisfied, if not dis- 
gusted, with the imperfection and tardiness of the progress 
of medical art, compared with that of medical science. It 
is very true that the art is much behind the science, and 
for obvious reasons. The science of disease, pathological 
knowledge, is more easy of attainment than a knowledge 
of true remedies, ‘“ Post-mortems’ can be made when 
cures cannot; but in my opinion it is very bad policy 
to hold out the idea to the world that medicines are not 
in truth remedies, and that the object of our art is not 
to cure, but to watch, and if possible guide the progress 
of disease; and I have no doubt but that the author of 
the address, who is a skilful physician, is doing every day 
that for which the public place him, and very justly, on 
much higher ground than his sweeping conclusion will 
allow him to take. 

Although every intelligent medical man, whose field of 
observation has been sufficiently extensive, knows that the 
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great majority of diseases get well, or would get well 
of themselves without any medication whatever; yet he 
also knows that cases do occur, and that pretty often, that, 
without the aid of medical art, would infallibly prove fatal. 
Pretended homeeopaths know this, and act upon it, resort- 
ing to infinitesimals in nine cases out often; but in truth 
the majority fight the enemy with stolen, that is, with our 
weapons, 
Yours, &c., 
Evipnavet Pratt. 
Rurxseck, Feb. 10, 1864. 





STATE MEDICAL SOCTETY. 

(To the Editor of the American Mepicat Ties.) 
Sm—There was an omission in Dr. Vanderpoel’s well 
timed letter, published in your last issue, viz. that he did 
not notice an irregularity in the proceedings, which las 
occurred on more than one occasion. I allude to the 
appointment, on important committees, of gentlemen who 
are neither permanent members nor delegates ; this is not 
in accordance with the constitution of the Society. It has 
been customary to invite physicians who may be present 
at the meeting, without any credentials, to take a seat as 
members by invitation. Such members may take part in the 
discussions, or may read papers, but they are not allowed 
to vote. If such gentlemen may be appointed on important 
committees, what advantage or honor, then, [ would ask, 
results from the office of delegate or permanent member ? 
This irregular proceeding occurred at the last meeting; and 
we trust it may not be again tolerated ; such appointments 
are in violation of law. 

“ PerMaNeNT MEMBER.” 


Army Medical Intelligence, 


OF MEDICAL INSPECTORS, 





DUTY 
Medical Inspectors are authorized to inspect, condemn, 
and recommend for final disposition, such articles of medi- 
cal and hospital property as may be regarded as useless 
and unfit for issue. They are the “ Authorized Inspectors” 
for such property, under Paragraphs 1022 and 1023, Gene- 
ral Regulations tor the Army. 
By order of the Secretary of War. 
CIRCULAR IN REGARD TO INVALID SOLDIERS, 
All invalid soldiers mustered on invalid transfer rolls by 
surgeons in charge of hospitals, and all men of the 2d bat- 
talion companies who can be spared from the hospital, and 
who have so far recovered from their wounds or disease as 
to be thought fit for duty in the 1st battalion, will be sent 
to the invalid camp or depot nearest to the hospital ; and 
they will be there examined by a board, consisting of a 
field officer of the Invalid Corps and a medical officer of 
the regular or volunteer service, who shall have power to 
confirm their transfer to the corps, and to decide to which 
battalion they shall be assigned; to send those judged fit 
for field duty to their regiments, and to discharge those 
whose infirmities unfit them for any duty. 
By order of the Secretary of War. 
CIRCULAR IN REGARD TO ICE, 
Ice provided from the appropriation for the Medical De- 
partment, is exclusively for the use of the sick in Gene- 
ral and Post Hospitals, and will not under any cir- 
cumstances be issued, or otherwise disposed of, to officers 
or soldiers not actually under treatment in them. The 
most rigid economy must be observed in the issue and use 
of ice so supplied. Issues to hospitals will be made upon 
the estimate of one pound daily, per patient, at Washing- 
ton and points south of it; half a pound daily, per patient, 


a a 

will be found an ample allowance. Medical Directors will 

give such orders as will insure compliance with these in- 

structions, 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. 
cnatenisiinlipetninesints 


ORDERS, CHANGES, &c, 

Surgeon George F. Woodward, 18th New York Cavalry, having ten- 
dered his resignation, is honorably discharged the service of the United 
States, with condition that he shall receive no final payments until he 
has satisfied the Pay Department that he is not indebted to the Go- 
vernment. 
Hospital Steward Frederick Devine has been discharged the servive 
of the United States for worthlessness, 
The resignations of the following officers have been accepted by the 
President, to take effect from the dates set opposite their respective 
hames :— 

Hospital Chaplain W. W. Reese, U.S.A., Feb. 15, 1864. 
Hospital Chaplain William Wilson, U.S.A., Jan, 29, 1864. 
Paragraph 89 of Special Orders No, 41, January 27, 1564, from the 
War Depsriment, convening a Board of Officers at Fort Schuyler, N.Y., 
has been revoked. 
Assistant-Surgeon Corridon Morrow, 48d Ohio Vols. (published offi- 
cially January 11, 1864), having failed to . befare the Military 
Commission instituted by Special Orders No. 58, series of 1863, from this 
Office, within the prescribed time, the President directs that he be dis- 
missed the service of the United States, to date November 2, 1863, 
Surgeon William Estep, 126th Ohio Vols., has been honorably dis- 
charged the service of the United States on account of physical disa- 
bility, with condition that he shall receive no final payments until he 
has satisfied the Pay Department that he is not indebted to the Go- 
vernment. 
Surgeon B. A. Clements, U.S.A., has relieved Assistant-Surgeon J. 
-f . Gouley, U.S.A., in charge of General Hospital, Central Park, 





Assistant-Surgeon ©. 8. De Graw, U.S.A., has reported for duty with 
1st Battalion, 18th U.S.L, at Huntsville, Ala. 

Assistant-Surgeon G. M. Sternberg, U.8.A., Assistant Medical Diree- 
tor, Department of the Gulf, has received a leave of absence for twenty 
days. 

Bergeon D, B, Sturgeon, U.S.V., has been assigned to duty at Fort 
Craig, N. M. 

Surgeon J. M. MeNulty, U.8.V., has returned from leave of absence, and 
resumed his duties as Medical Inspector, Department of New Mexico, 
at Santa Fé, N. M. 

Surgeon A. F. Sheldon, U.S.V., has relieved Surgeon J. I, Baxter, 
U.S.V., in charge of the Campbell Hospital, Washington, D. C. 

Surgeon C. 58. Wood, US. has been assigned to duty as Attending 
Surgeon at Camp Union, Sacramento, Cal, 

Surgeon 8. B. Davis, U.8.V., has returned from leave of absence, and 
resumed his duties as Medical Director, District of South West Mis- 
souri, Springfield, Mo. 

Surgeon William Varian, U.S.V., has returned from leave of absence, 
and been assigned to duty at the General Field Hospital, Bridgeport, 
Ala. 

Surgeon A. Crispell, U.8.V., has returned from leave of absence, and 
resumed his duties as Health Officer, Port Royal, 5.C. Surgeon C, is 
under orders for the Department of the East. 

Surgeon E. W. Thurm, U.S.V., has been transferred as Surgeon-in- 
Chief from the Ist to the 8d Brigade, 8d Division, 11th Corps, Army of 
the Cumberland. 

Surgeon Adolf Majer, U.S.V., has visited Washington, D. C., on busi- 
ness connected with the Department of the Interior, and has returned to 
his duties at Convalescent Camp, San Augustine, Fla. 

Assistant-Surgeon George 8. Rose, U.S. V., has been assigned to duty as 
Atvending Surgeon at Fort Bascom, N. M. 

Surgeon George 8. Courtwright, U.S.V., has been assigned to duty at 
Fort Sumner, N. M. This post is situated on the Pecos River, and is gene- 
rally known as the “ Basque Redondo.” 

The order assigning Assistant-Surgeon J. W. Applegate to duty at San 
Augustine. Fla., has been countermanded, and he has been ordered to re- 
port to the Chief Medical Owicer, Morris Island, 5. © 

Surgeon J. G, Hatchitt, U.S.V., has been relieved from duty in Hospital 
at Knoxville, Tenn., and has reported at Headquarters, 23d Army Corps, in 
the field, for duty as Medical Director of that Corps. 

Surgeon fF. H. Gross, U.S.V., Medical Director, 14th Corps, on sick leave 
at Pittsburg, Pa., has been ordered before the Board for the Examination 
of Sick Officers, at Cincinnati, O. 

Assistant-Surgeon Frank Reynolds, U.S.V., has been relieved as Medi- 
cal Inspector, Sa Army Corps, and assigned to duty as Surgeon in-Chief, 
2d Brigade, Horse Artillery, Cavalr Corps, Army of the Potomac. 

Assistant-Surgeon William Carroll, U.S.V., has reported fer duty at the 
Headquarters Army of the Potomac, and has been assigned to duty with 
Artillery Brigade, 2d Army Corps, 

Surgeen N. P. Rice, U.s.V., is on sick leave in New York city. 

Surgeon D. P. Smith, U.S.V., has returned from leave of absence, and 
resumed charge of the General Hospital, Fairfax Seminary, Va. 

Surgeon ©. F. H. Campbell, U.S.¥., has returned from leave, and been 
assigned to duty as Surgeon-in-Chief, 2d Division, 18th Corps, Ports- 
mouth, Va. 

Surgeon Thomas Sim, U.S.V., has reported for duty at Baltimore, Md., 
and has been assigned to the Convalescent Hospital in that city. 

; Surgeon D. J. McKibben, U.S.V., is on leave of absence at Ashland, 

>, 

‘a. 

Surgeon E. F. Sanger. U.S.V., has relieved Surgeon J. H. Rauch, U.S.V., 
as Medical Director, 19th Army Corps, Department of the Gulf. 

Surgeon P. A. O'Connell, U.S.V., te been assigned to duty as Medical 
Director, 9th Army Corps. 

Assistant-Surgeon William 8. Ely, U.S.V., has returned from leave, 
ry resumed his duties at Division No. 1, General Hospital, Annapolis, 


Assistant-Surgeon R. W. Pease, U.S.V., has reported for duty at Head- 
quarters, Army of the Potomae, and is assigned as Medical Director, Caval- 





at all points north of Washington, which, with proper care, 


ry Corps. 
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DOES THE PHYSICIAN EVER CURE HIS PA- 
TIENTS ? 

[To the Editor of the American Mepicat Tres.] 
Sir:—About six years ago I was requested to see Mr. J. 
O., a respectable citizen of this town, probably about seventy 
years of age, who had been ill for some time, and under 
the care of a well known, if not celebrated homoeopath, 
He made the following statement :—Several months pre- 
vious he had noticed that his breathing was getting 
shorter than usual, and became quite hurried and difficult 
upon ascending a hill, or going up-stairs. Soon after this 
his feet began to swell, and he could not rest at night 
in bed unless his head and chest were considerably elevat- 
ed: there was paucity of uring, and loss of appetite and 
strength. These unpleasant symptoms increasing, he put 
himself under the care of the homceopath, who told him 
that his disease was dropsy on the chest, and commenc- 
ed the treatment of the case. He was under his care 
several months, during which time his disease progressed 
constantly from bad to worse, and at length he was told 
that he must die. This occurred in the latter part of the 
autumn of that year, and Mr. O. said to him that, if it were 
possible, he would like to have his life prolonged until the 
following first of May, on account of the state of his world- 
ly affairs, This, however, he was told was out of the ques- 
tion ; that he could not live until the first of April. It was 
at this point that Mr. O, thought proper to dispense with 
the services of the homoeopath, and I was requested to see 
him. I found him in the following condition :—His legs 
were so enormously swelled, that they resembled literally 
those of an elephant, and the skin was so stretched that it 
seemed on the point of giving way; his abdomen was 
much distended, and his breathing so difficult that he could 
not lie down at all without the sense of immediate suffo- 
cation ; the urine was scanty ; pulse irregular, and not one 
symptom that seemed to warrant the hope of recovery. 
The only thing that was not altogether unfavorable, was 
the fact that the patient had been a man of good habits, 
and that if there were any organic lesions that precluded 
the possibility of recovery, I had failed to discover them. 
He begged me by all means to do something for him, with 
which request I complied. The process of nature that was 
going on at this time, whatever might have been the 
exciting causes, was this:—The exhalants, by a deposition 
of water, were rapidly filling up the cavities of the chest 
and abdomen and the cellular tissue of the lower extremi- 
ties, and it was perfectly evident that unless this “ process” 
could be suspended or counteracted by a counter-process 
of absorption, the patient must speedily die. To excite 
absorption, therefore, was the first and the urgent indica- 
tion to be fulfilled. The next question was, whether any 
means or any medicines had been discovered by the use 
of which, in cases like the present, this object can be effect- 
ed; and thus an equilibrium brought about between the 
two processes, the result of which possibly might be the 
cure of the sick man? The response to this question was 
that certain medicines nave been discovered, by which, in 
some conditions of the system, this object can sometimes 
be effected. Of those that I am acquainted with, the most 
reliable are calomel, squills, and digitalis. 

I accordingly immediately prescribed cal. } gr., pulv. 
scillw, gr. ii., three times daily. In about ten days the 
secretion of urine was considerably increased, showing that 
the absorbent system was responding favorably to the me- 
dicine. In a short time it became abundant, and in about 
three weeks all the superfluous water had run off, both 
from the chest and abdomen, and also from the cellular 
tissue of the lower extremities. The breathing, of course, 
became perfectly free and easy; his appetite and strength 
returned, and when the first of May arrived, instead of be- 
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ing dead, as had been predicted, he was in the enjoyment 
of his usual health. I think it was in about two months 
from this time that there were symptoms of a return of the 
disease. I immediately directed the medicine to be re- 
sumed, and in a very short time all these vanished, and did 
not again return, The patient was cured, Although I am 
well aware that a conscientious and intelligent physican 
will be cautious how he uses the word cure, still there 
are, 1 am positive, some cases in which it may be done 
compatibly with truth, and the case above related, in my 
opinion, is one, 

I have related the preceding case, not because I suppose 
that other physicians do not often meet with cases quite 
as interesting and instructive, but to test by it the sound- 
ness of one of the conclusions to be found in the Annual 
Address of the President of the State Medical Society be- 
fore that body last winter. I had seen the address allud- 
ed to in the Med. and Surg. Rep., but did not read it until 
recently, when it was put into my hands by Dr. E. H. 
Parker, of Poughkeepsie. The address is very able, and 
contains a large amount of very important truth, express- 
ed in admirable terms ; and for this very reason, if it incul- 
cate any error, it will be the more dangerous, the more 
likely to have an injurious effect. The subject of the ad- 
dress is the “Influence of the Progress of Medical Science 
on Medical Art,” which the author thinks has been utterly 
insignificant, if by medical art we mean the power of ar- 
resting or curing diseases. After a free discussion of the 
subject, he arrives at the following conclusion: “ The great 
object, then, of our art is not to cure the sick man, but to 
varry him safely through those processes by which nature 
cures him, and to co-operate with nature in those pro- 
cesses; or, when the lesion is irremediable, to prolong life 
with as much comfort as possible.” Is this a sound con- 
clusion? Is this all the physician can do—stand by and 
watch the progress of the disease? In the case above re- 
lated, which was one of the most unpromising, my object 
was to cure my patient, and by the means employed he 
was cured, Can any one doubt this? And that, too, not 
by co-operating with the process of nature that was going 
on, for that would soon have ended the patient’s life, but 
by inducing another, by medical art, of precisely an oppo- 
site character; and the system being thus relieved from 
the oppression caused by the former, the “vis medicatrix 
naturz” soon established a healthful equilibrium between all 
the various natural processes of the system, in which health 
consists. “If by medical art we understand (merely) the 
means of prolonging life, guarding against disease, alle- 
viating pain, and conducting diseases to a safe termina- 
tion,” but not the employment of means “to cure the 
sick man,” physicians can be regarded only as a kind of 
scientific ‘ head-nurses,” very useful to be sure, but by no 
means occupying a very elevated position among the vari— 
ous liberal professions. For my part I am not willing to 
take that position; I insist that our object should be to 
cure the sick, and that the present state of medical art, im- 
perfect as it is, will justify us in taking that ground, 

The author of the address seems dissatisfied, if not dis- 
gusted, with the imperfection and tardiness of the progress 
of medical art, compared with that of medical science. It 
is very true that the art is much behind the science, and 
for obvious reasons. The science of disease, pathological 
knowledge, is more easy of attainment than a knowledge 
of true remedies. ‘“ Post-mortems” can be made when 
cures cannot; but in my opinion it is very bad policy 
to hold out the idea to the world that medicines are not 
in truth remedies, and that the object of our art is not 
to cure, but to watch, and if possible guide the progress 
of disease; and I have no doubt but that the author of 
the address, who is a skilful physician, is doing every day 
that for which the public place him, and very justly, on 
much higher ground than his sweeping conclusion will 
allow him to take. 

Although every intelligent medical man, whose field of 
observation has been sufficiently extensive, knows that the 
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great majority of diseases get well, or would get well 
of themselves without any medication whatever; yet he 
also knows that cases do occur, and that pretty often, that, 
without the aid of medical art, would infallibly prove fatal. 
Pretended homeeopaths know this, and act upon it, resort- 
ing to infinitesimals in nine cases out of ten; but in truth 
the majority fight the enemy with stolen, that is, with our 
weapons. 
Yours, &c., 
Euipnaret Pratt. 
Rurnepecn, Feb. 10, 1864. 





STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

(To the Editor of the American MepicaL Toes.) 
Sin—There was an omission in Dr. Vanderpoel’s well 
timed letter, published in your last issue, viz, that he did 
not notice an irregularity in the proceedings, which has 
occurred on more than one occasion. I allude to the 
appointment, on important committees, of gentlemen who 
are neither permanent members nor delegates ; this is not 
in accordance with the constitution of the Society. It has 
been customary to invite physicians who may be present 
at the meeting, without any credentials, to take a seat as 
members by invitation, Such members may take part in the 
discussions, or may read papers, but they are not allowed 
to vote. If such gentlemen may be appointed on important 
committees, what advantage or honor, then, I would ask, 
results from the office of delegate or permanent member ? 
This irregular proceeding occurred at the last meeting; and 
we trust it may not be again tolerated ; such appointments 
are in violation of law. 

“ Permanent Member.” 


Army Medical Intelligence. 


DUTY OF MEDICAL INSPECTORS, 





Medical Inspectors are authorized to inspect, condemn, 
and recommend for final disposition, such articles of medi- 
cal and hospital property as may be regarded as useless 
and unfit for issue. They are the “ Authorized Inspectors” 
for such earn y, under Paragraphs 1022 and 1023, Gene- 
ral Regulations tor the Army, 

By order of the Secretary of War. 


CIRCULAR IN REGARD TO INVALID SOLDIERS, 

All invalid soldiers mustered on invalid transfer rolls by 
surgeons in charge of hospitals, and all men of the 2d bat- 
talion companies who can be spared from the hospital, and 
who have so far recovered from their wounds or disease as 
to be thought fit for duty in the Ist battalion, will be sent 
to the invalid camp or depot nearest to the hospital ; and 
they will be there examined by a board, consisting of a 
field officer of the Invalid Corps and a medical officer of 
the regular or volunteer service, who shall have power to 
confirm their transfer to the corps, and to decide to which 
battalion they shall be assigned; to send those judged fit 
for field duty to their regiments, and to discharge those 
whose infirmities unfit them for any duty. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

CIRCULAR IN REGARD TO ICE. 

Ice provided from the appropriation for the Medical De- 
partment, is exclusively for the use of the sick in Gene- 
ral and Post Hospitals, and will not under any cir- 
cumstances be issued, or otherwise disposed of, to officers 
or soldiers not actually under treatment in them. The 
most rigid economy must be observed in the issue and use 
of ice so supplied. Issues to hospitals will be made upon 
the estimate of one pound daily, per patient, at Washing- 
ton and points south of it; half a pound daily, per patient, 
at all points north of Washington, which, with proper care, 
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will be found an ample allowance. Medical Directors will 
give such orders as will insure compliance with these in- 
structions, 
By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. 
ee 


ORDERS, CHANGES, &c, 

Surgeon George F. Woodward, 18th New York Cavalry, having ten- 
dered his resignation, is honorably discharged the service of the United 
States, with condition that he shall receive no final payments until he 
has satisfied the Pay Department that he is not indebted to the Go- 
vernment, 

Hospital Steward Frederick Devine has been discharged the servive 
of the United States for worthlessness. 

The resignations of the following officers have been accepted by the 
President, to take effect from the dates set opposite their respective 
hames :— 

Hospital Chaplain W. W. Reese, U.S.A., Feb. 15, 1864. 

Hospital Chaplain William Wilson, U.S.A., Jan. 29, 1864. 

Paragraph 89 of Special Orders No, 41. January 27, 1564, from the 
War Department, convening a Board of Officers at Fort Schuyler, N.Y., 
has been revoked. 

Assistant-Surgeon Corridon Morrow, 438d Ohio Vols. (published offi- 
cially January 11, 1864), having failed to quer before the Military 
Commission instituted by Special Orders No. 58, series of 1868, from this 
Office, within the prescribed time, the President directs that he be dis- 
missed the service of the United States, to date November 2, 1863, 

Surgeon William Estep, 126th Ohio Vols. has been honorably dis- 
charged the service of the United States on account of physical disa- 
bility, with condition that he shall receive no final payments until he 
has satisfied the Pay Department that he is not indebted to the Go- 
vernment. 

Surgeon B. A. Clements, U.S8.A., has relieved Assistant-Surgeon J. 
Mf > Gouley, U.S.A., in charge of General Hospital, Central Park, 

Assistant-Surgeon C. 8. De Graw, U.S.A., has reported for duty with 
1st Battalion, 18th U.8.1., at Huntsville, Ala. 

Assistant-Surgeon G. M. Sternberg, U.8.A., Assistant Medical Direc- 
tor, Department of the Gulf, has received a leave of absence for twenty 
days. 

D. B, Sturgeon, U.S.V., has been assigned to duty at Fort 
Craig, N. M. 

Surgeon J. M. MeNulty, U.8.V., has returned from leave of absence, and 
resumed his duties as Medical Inspector, Department of New Mexico, 
at Santa Fé, N. M. 

Surgeon A. F. Sheldon, U.S.V., has relieved Surgeon J. H, Baxter, 
U.8.V., in charge of the Campbell Hospital, Washington, D. C. 

Surgeon C. 5. Wood, U.S.V., bas been assigned to duty as Attending 
Surgeon at Camp Union, Sacramento, Cal. 

Surgeon 8. B. Davis, U.S.V., has returned from leave of absence, and 
resumed his duties as Medical Director, District of South West Mis- 
souri, Springfield, Mo. 

Surgeon William Varian, U.S.V., has returned from leave of absence, 
and been assigned to duty at the General Field Hospital, Bridgeport, 
Ala. 

Surgeon A. Crispell, U.8.V., has returned from leave of absence, and 
resumed his duties as Health Officer, Port Royal, 8.C. Surgeon C. is 
under orders for the Department of the East. : 

Surgeon E. W. Thurm, U.S.V., has been transferred as Surgeon-in- 
Chief from the Ist to the 3d Brigade, 8d Division, 11th Corps, Army of 
the Cumberland. 

Surgeon Adolf Majer, U.S.V., has visited Washington, D. C., on busi- 
ness connected with the Department of the Interior, and has returned to 
his duties at Convalescent Camp, San Augustine, Fla. 

Assistant-Surgeon George 8. beg U.S.V., has been assigned to duty as 
Attending Surgeon at Fort Bascom, N. M. 

Surgeon George 8. Courtwriglhit, U.S.V., has been assigned to duty at 
Fort Sumner, N. M. This post is situated on the Pecos River, and is gene- 
rally known as the “ Basque Kedondo.” 

The order assigning Assistant-Surgeon J. W. Applegate to duty at San 
Augustine. Fla., has been countermanded, and he has been ordered to re- 
port to the Chief Medical Otticer, Morris Island, 8. C 

Surgeon J. G, Hatchitt, U.S.V., has been relieved from duty in Hospital 
‘at Knoxville, Tenn., and has reported at Headquarters, 23d Army Corps, in 
the field, tor duty as Medica! Director of that Corps. 

Surgeon F. H. Gross, U.S.V., Medical Director, 14th Corps, on sick leave 
at Pittsburg, Pa., has been ordered before the Board for the Examination 
of Sick Officers, at Cincinnati, O. 

Assistant-Surgeon Frank Reynolds, U.S.V., has been relieved as Medi- 
cal inspector, Sa Army Corps, and assigned to duty as Surgeon in-Chief, 
2d Brigade, Horse Artillery, Cavalr re Army of the Potomac. 

Assistant-Surgeon William Carroll, U.S5.V., has reported fer duty at the 
Headquarters Army of the Potomac, and has been assigned to duty with 
Artillery Brigade, 2d Army Corps, 

Surgeon N. P. Rice, U.S.V., is on sick leave in New York city. 

Surgeon D. P. Smith, U.S.V., has returned from leave of absence, and 
resumed charge of the General Hospital, Fairfax Seminary, Va. 

Surgeon ©. F. H. Campbell, U.S.V., has returned from leave, and been 
assigned to duty as Surgeon-in-Chief, 2d Division, 18th Corps, Ports- 
mouth, Va. 

Surgeon Thomas Sim, U.S.V., has reported for duty at Baltimore, Md., 
and has been assigned to the Convalescent Hospital in that eity. 
— D. J. McKibben, U.S.V., is on leave of absence at Ashland, 


‘a. 

Surgeon E. F. Sanger. U.8.V., has relieved Surgeon J. H. Rauch, U.S.V., 
as Medical Director, 19th Army Corps, Department of the Gulf. 

Surgeon P. A. O'Connell, U.S.V., been assigned to duty as Medical 
Director, 9th Army Coxpe. 

Assistant-Surgeon William 8. Ely, U.S.V., has returned from leave, 
= resumed his duties at Division No. 1, General Hospital, Annapolis, 


Assistant-Surgeon R. W. Pease, U.S.V., has reported for duty at Head- 
quarters, Army of the Potomac, and is assigned as Medical Director, Caval- 





ry Corps. 


96 American Medical Timés, 


In addition to his duties as Surgeon-in-charge, Division No. 3, General 
Hospital, Alexandria, Va, Surgeon E. Bentley, U.S.V., has been assigned 
to the Contraband and Claremond Eruptive Fever Hospitals and to Briga- 
dier-Genera! Briggs’ command. 

Surgeon J. H. Baxter. U.S.V., has been assigned to duty with the Pro- 
vost Marshal-General as chief medical officer of his bureau 

Surgeon 8. A. Holman, U.S.V., has relieved Surgeon Charles O'Leary, 
U.S.V., as Medical Director, 6th Army Corps, Army of the Potomac. 

Several of the large General Hospitals at Memphis, Tenn., are being 
evacuated. 

A new General Hospital has been established at Pulaski, Tenn. 

John Frazer, U.S.A., Joseph Lombard and G, F. Bentley, of Connecti- 
cut, William A. Ruess and James Palmer, of Washington, D. C., Cha:les 

taymond and ©. R. Field, of New York, Charles E. Lord, of Massachu- 
setts, P. M. Neville, of Ohio, H. E. Daniels, of Illinois, C. C, Jewell, of 
New Hampshire, and ©. F. Widstrand, of Minnesota, have been appointed 
Hospital Stewards in the U.S.A. 


Medical els, 


Dr. J. Soris Conen has resigned from the U.S. Navy, 
and resumed practice in Philadelphia, 





Dr. James R. Woop resected the knee-joint at Bellevue 
Hospital, on Saturday, the sixth inst. Conservative sur- 
gery is now much cultivated in that institution. 

Tur President elect of the New York State Medical 
Society is Dr. Freperick Hype, of Cortland County. Dr. 
Hype 1s one of the most distinguished practitioners in Cen- 
tral New York, and Professor of Surgery in the Geneva 
Medical College. 

Brevrorp’s Osstetrics.—The third edition of this excellent 
text-book is issued within the space of thirteen months, 
and, aS we notice, is in course of translation in Berlin. 
Such success is very gratifying to the author, and is plea- 
sant to the national pride of all of us.— Cincinnati Lancet 
and Observer, for January. 


Mipwives in Pamapetpara.—We learn from the Repor- 
fer that of the twelve persons who attended the largest 
number of obstetric cases in 1861, seven were midwives. 
The largest number of cases attended by one person (a 
midwife) was 247, and the lowest 124. The average num- 
ber of cases attended by the seven midwives was 174. 
The average number attended by the five physicians named 
was 164. 

Lunacy.—The French Government has lately been so 
alarmed by the medical reports as to the increase of lunacy 
caused by too many intermarriages of parties previously 
allied to one another by blood, that it has ordered an addi- 
tional column to be inserted in the baptismal registers to 
show whether the parents of a child were, before marriage, 
connected with one another, and in what degree. 


Mepicat Service in THE Feperat Army.—Mr. Charles 
Mayo sends to the Medical Times and Gazetie, London, “ the 
enclosed extracts from a letter, which has just reached me 
from a comrade in the Medical service of the Federal army, 
which may be interesting to some of your readers. I should 
explain that Dr. Hammond, who had fallen into disfavor 
with the Secretary of War (Mr. Stanton), had been kept for 
some months on a tour of inspection of the Military Hos- 
pitals in all parts of the States, while a substitute was in- 
stalled in his place in Washington. The pa referred to 
as ‘S was a subordinate in the Surgeon-General’s 
office, who was, as may be inferred, no favorite in the ser- 
vice. His punishment is one to which penal servitude 
would be leniency. A journey of four or five thousand 
miles, including the passage of the Rocky Mountains in 
mid-winter, and ending in the wilds of a scarcely inhahited 
territory, is a task from which the boldest pioneer of civil- 
ization might shrink.” 








PuiLapetrpnta, Janvary 8, 1364. 
‘ Hammond (the Surgeon-General), after 
going through the region of the Gulf and Lower Missis- 
sippi, arrived, two weeks since, at Nashville, where, in 
coming down the steps of one of the Hospitals, he fell and 
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so injured his head and back, that he has complete paralysis 
of the lower half of his trunk, and, of course, of both lower 
extremities. He will never stand upon his feet again. 

“* Acting Surgeon-General Barnes has been in his place 
in Washington nearly ever since Hammond left for New 
Orleans, and will probably be made Surgeon-General. 
That monkey, S——, has received at last a part of his 
dues. His history is a short and instructive one. After 
Hammond left Washington, S—— assumed the purple, and 
held sway for just twenty-four hours, during which brief 
period he issued two impertinent orders, after his usual 
manner, to Assistant Surgeon-General Wood, at St. Louis. 
On the following morning, Stanton ordered S—— to report 
for immediate duty to Wood. On arriving at St. Louis, he 
was kept in Wood’s ante-room for a few hours, and then 
ordered forthwith to report for duty in the department of 
Santa Fé, New Mexico, where, I am very credibly informed, 
he was ordered to report in person for immediate duty at 
an outpost in Oregon. No doubt he is now wandering or 
plunging through the frozen snows of the Rocky Moun- 
tains. ‘In his worse than Siberian exile he will enjoy 
ample leisure to reflect upon his many heartless acts.’ ” 


Hupson County Mepicau Soctery.—At a meeting of the 
Hudson County Medical Society, held in Jersey City, Feb. 
Feb. 8, 1864, the following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted :-— 


* Whereas, It has pleased Almighty God to take from us, by death, our 
late professional associate, Dr. 8. L Condict, a member of this society for 
a number of years, and whose genialNcompanionship had won our frater- 
nal love; and 

“ Whereas, It seems becoming in us to show some token of our appre- 
ciation of his worth; therefore be it 

* Resolved, That while we bow in humble submission to Divine will, we 
mourn the loss of an esteemed associate, a tried friend, and a worthy 
brother. 

“ Resolved, That we will love to cherish his exemplary character, his 
professional zeal, and his Christian life, as worthy of imitation not less as a 
man and a Christian, than as a professional brother. 

“ Resolved, That we tender to his bereaved family our heartfelt sym- 
pathy, and pray that a merciful providence will support them in their 
affliction. 

“ Resolved, That we attend the funeral of our deceased brother in a body. 
That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to his family, and that they 
be published in the Jersey City papers, the American MEvicaL Times, 
New York, and the Med, and Surg. Reporter, Philadelphia. 

‘J. H. Vonpy, M.D., President. 

“J. W. Hunt, Secretary.” 





Betievvr Hosprrat Meprcat Cotes, } 
February 18, 1864. 


At a meeting held by the students of the Bellevue Hos- 
pital Medical College, for the purpose of taking into consi- 
deration the death of two of their associates, Dr. Charles 
E. Harris and Wellington 8. Hickok, and also to express 
the feeling of the class in regard to them, the following 
resolutions were adopted :— 


Whereas, Our late associate, Dr. Charles E. Harris, a member of the 
Graduating Class of 1863 and 1864, and connected with the medical staff 
of the 5ist Street Military Hospital, has been removed by death, therefore 
we, the members of the class, in token of the sincere respect in which we 
hold his memory, do hereby resolve :— 

1. That we are called upon to mourn the loss of one who, by his 
truthfulness, manliness, and courtesy, endeared himself to all around him. 

2. That we acknowledge in him the loss of a faithful student, and of 
one who was zealously devoted to his profession. 

3. That we express to his parents and friends our deepest sympathy 
with them in their bereavement, 

4. That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the parents of the de- 
ceased, and that they be published in the American Mepicat TiMEs. 

Iskak. Prior, Chairman, 
W. A. WeyMaAn. 

Joseru Dennison, 

Avex, Lowe. 


Whereas, It has pleased God in His wisdom to summon from our pre- 
sence our friend and fellow-classmate Wellington 8. Hickok, therefore we 
the members of the Graduating Class of 1863 and 1864, with sincere re- 
spect to his memory, do hereby resolve :— 

1. That we shall ever love to remember and eo that spirit of 
truth and deportment which characterized his life, many acts of kind- 
ness, and the perseverance with which he pursued his studies, 

2. That we deeply sympathize with the parents and friends of the de- 
ceased in their bereavement. 

8. That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the parents of the de- 
ceased, and that they be published in the American Mevicar Times. 

Isrart Prior, Chairman, 
W. A. Weyman, 

Josrru Dennison, 

Auex. Lowe. 

O. Brrrron, Jr., Secrdary. 
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Tue FOLLOWING Books HAVE BEEN RECEIVED AND WILL BE Noticep 
soon :—Parrish’s Practical Pharmacy, 8d edition; Blapchard & Lea, 
Chew's Lectures on Medical Education; Lindsay & Bilakiston, Proceed- 
ings of the American Pharmaceutical Association for 1863. 


—_— —_s __—__— 


MARRIED, 


Greps—Bvurnnam.—On January 19th, at the residence of the bride's 
father, in Nashville, by the Rev. F. E. Mills, of Forestville, O. C. Gibbs, 
M.D., and Miss Ellen M. Burnham, of Nashville. 


—_—_—_—<— 


DIED. 

Tuomas.—In Philadelphia, on the 8d inst., Robert P. Thomas, M.D., in 
the 48d year of his age. 

Txuomas.—In Alliance, Ohio, on the 14th inst., of pywmia, caused by the 
prick of a bone while operating, E. L. 8. Thomas, MD. 

Tromas.—In Hawley, Wayne ape ay Pa., December 22, 1863, Dr. John 
R. Thomas, in the 42d year of his age, late President of the Wayne Coun- 
ty Medical Society. 

Lawson—In Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 2ist ult., Dr. L. M. Lawson. 

Meapv.—In Greenwich, Conn., on Thursday, Jan. 28th, Darius Mead, 
M.D., in the seventy-seventh year of his age. 

Roxsinson.—In Georgetown, D.C., on the 8d ult., at the Seminary Hos- 
pital, Dr. I. T. Robinson, late of Syracuse, and Assistant-Surgeon of the 
15th Cavalry Regiment. 

Kimperty.—At Portage City, Wisconsin, Jan. 19th, of Consumption, 
D. Kimberly, M.D. x 

Botier.—In Washington, D.C., Feb. 5th, William H. Butler, M.D. Dr. 
B. was connected with the Armory Square Hospital. 


——__<q 


METEOROLOGY AND NECROLOGY OF THE WEEK IN THE CITY 


AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK, 
Abstract of the Official Report. 
From the 7th day of February to the 15th day of February, 1864. 

Deaths.—Men, 105; women, 106; boys, 182; girls, 181; total, 474 Adults, 
221; children, 263; males, 287; females, 287; colored, 10. Infants under 
two years of age, 157. 

Among the causes of death we notice :—Erysipelas, 4; albuminuria, 5; 
Apoplexy,4; infantile convulsions, 31; croup, 22; diphtherite, 14; scarlet 
fever, 32; puerperal fever,3; typhus and typhoid fevers, 26; consumption, 
73 ; small-pox, 2; measles, 5; dropsy in head, 24; infantile marasmus, 15; 
whooping-cough, 6; inflammation of brain, 15; of bowels, 17; of lungs, 
42; bronchitis, 9: diarrheea and dysentery, 7. 261 deaths occurred from 
acute diseases, and 20 from violent causes. 839 were native, and 135 
foreign; of whom 85 came from Ireland ; 62 died in the City Charities; 
of whom 15 were in Bellevue Hospital, and 9 died in the Immigrant In- 
stitution, 

Abstract of the Atmospherical Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 
the Market Building, No. 57 Essex street, New York. 
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Remarxs.—Sth, 9th, 10th, and 11th, Mostly clear, with fresh wind. 
12th, Mostly cloudy, with fresh wind. 13th, Mostly clear, with fresh 
wind. 14th, Cloudy a.m.; variable afternoon, with a few drops of rain at 
2'¢, and tempest of wind; evening clear; wind fresh. Amount of rain 
fail for the week ending Feb. 6th three-quarters ofan inch. 





Private Instruction in Auscultation 
AND PERCUSSION.—Professor Flint will give a Course of twen- 
ty-five lessons in the practice of Auscultation and Percussion during the 
months of March, April, and May ; two lessons to be given weekly in the 
wards of Bellevue and Blackwell's Island Hospital. 
’ 
Fer Sale.—A perfect Copy of Lebert’s 
PATHOLOGIGAL ANATOMY, complete. First two volumes 
handsomely bound, will be sold at the price it cost before the war. 


ddresa, 
162 W. 23d st., N. Y. 


T: . . es 
The Wills Ophthalmic Hospital, 
Philadelphia, south side of Logan Square, Race street, between 
Eighteenth and Nineteenth. 
n for the examination and reception of patients every Monday and 
Friday at 11 P.M. 
Operations every Wednesday at 11 a.m. 
. SURGEONS: 











Dr. T. G. Morton, Dr. R. J. Levis, 


= ———_—_— == 


Te the Medical Profession.——Dr. J. 
PARIGOT, late Commissioner in Lunacy, and Honorary Pro- 
fessor of the University of Brussels, offers to consult with Gentlemen 
of the Profession, and to give advice on Mental Disorders and Medico- 
Legal Cases, 

Correspondence can be addressed to the care of 
BaiLuree Brotuers, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


x ° . : 

)): E. Ringer, having devoted him- 

self to the investigation and application of Electricity as a remedial 
agent for the last thirteen years, and being duly qualified as well by his 
scientific attainments as by his great experience to apply it in the most 
effectual manner, brings this fact to the notice of the profession, Pa 
tients sent to him for this mode of treatment, will otherwise remain 
under the charge of their attending physicians. His business is free 
from all charlatanism and quackery. . 

141 FOURTH AVENUE. 


iM edical Department of the Univer- 
i sity of Vermont.—The next Annual Course of Lectures will com- 
mence the last Thursday, being the 25th, of February, 1864, and will con- 


tinue sixteen weeks, 
Medical Faculty. 
REV. JOSEPH TORREY, D.D., President. 
SAMUEL WHITE THAYER, Jz, M.D., Burlington, Prof. of General 
and Special Anatomy. 
WALTER CARPENTER, M.D., Burlington, Prof. of the Theory and 

Practice of Medicine and Materia Medica, 

DAVID 8. CONANT, M.D., New York, Professor of the Principles and 

Practice of Su ery. 

JOSEPH PERKIN! , M.D., Castleton, Prof. of Obstetrics and Diseases of 

Women and Children. 

R. CRESSAN STILES, M.D., N. Y., Professor Physiology and Pathology. 
HENRY M. SEELY, M.D., South Onondaga, N.Y., Prof. of Chemistry 
and ay 
EDWARD B. NIMS, A.B., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
5. W. THAYER, Jr., Burlington, 
Dean of Medical Faculty. 
Conditions of Membership. 

At the commencement of the Session, every Student is required to call 
on the Dean and enter his name and place of residence, and the name and 
place of residence of his Preceptor, in the Register, and pay all fees for the 
course, 

Fees.—Matriculation, $3.00; Dean's Certificate (entitling the holder to 
the Tickets of each Professor), $50.00; Graduation, $18.00, 

Students who have attended two full courses in other regular Medical 
Institutions, will be admitted on payment of the Matriculation fee, and » 
fee of $10.00. Graduates of this and other regular Medical Schools are 
invited to attend the Lectures, free of charge. 


aT 4] ; ys % a A 7 ies ‘ y . . y ) ’ 
The “Fifth Avenue Pharmacy, 
157 FIFTH AVE., BET. 2lst anp 22p ST. 
J. P. FILER, Proprietor, 
JOHN CANAVAN, Poarmacevtist. 

The Undersigned would beg to inform the Medical Profession that ho 
is again in business at the above establishment, where, having the 
entire control of the Pharmaceutical Department, he will be enabled 
to carry on business as formerly for himself, 

Respectfully, 

N.B.—Medicines at al] hours, day and night. 

+ Yr . ° ® 
\ ew York Academy of Medicine.— 
41 Transactions, Vol. I. 8vo. cloth, $2.50. Vol. II. (ready in a few 
days) ,$2.50. Subscriptions received for the Transactions at $2.00 per 
volume. Bulletin, Vol. I., 1861-62, 8vo. cloth, $2.00. If sent by mail, 36 


cents extra must be remitted for postage on each volume, 
Batcuere Brotuenrs, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


Fifth Edition. 
Now ready in convenient Pocket Form, 12mo., 280 Pages and 287 Wood- 
cut IlUustrations. Price $1 75. 


HAND-BOOK OF 
SURGICAL OPERATIONS. 


By STEPHEN SMITH, M.D., 


Surgeon to Bellevue Hosp. 
Bar.urere Brotuens, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


JOHN CANAVAN, 








ELEMENTARY TREATISE 
ON PHYSICS, 


EXPERIMENTAL AND APPLIED: 
FOR THE USE OF COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS. 

By PROFESSOR GANOT. Translated and Edited from the Ninth Edi- 
tion, with the Author's sanction, by E. ATKINSON, Ph. D., F.C.S., 
Lecturer on Chemistry and Physics, Royal Military College, 
Sandhurst, England. 12mo. 1780 pages and 585 woodcuts. 
London, 1863. 3¢ calf. $6.50. 





Dr. A. D. Hall, Dr. D. H, Agnew. 


Bariirersz Brotuers, 440 Broadway, N. ¥ 
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GEORGE TIEMANN & CO, 


‘ | 
\[anufacturers of Surgical Instru-! 


MENTS, &c. 
__No, 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK, | 
OTTO & REYNDERS, — 


| 
Manufacturers and Importers of 


Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental | 


Instruments, Trusses, etc., 
58 Chatham Street, New York. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADVERTISER 








The various Splints for Morbus Coxarius, Abdominal Supporters, Shoulder- ! 
braces, Stockings for Varicose Veins, Electric Machines, Ear-Trumpets, 
Fracture Splints, Crutches, Syringes, Enemas, Skeletons, Fine Cutlery, ete. 


) { rtificial Legs and 
/ 
WM. SELPHO, 


Arms. Selpho’s Patent. The best sub- em“ 
Patentee and Inventor, 





stitutes for lost limbs the world of science 
Send for pamphlet. 516 Broadway, N. Y. 


has ever invented. (Established 24 years.) 
Can be had only of 

N.B.—A Silver Medal just awarded at the late Fair of the American 

Institute for the best Artificial Limbs, 


DISEASES OF THE THROAT. | 
DR. ELSBERG, 


LECTURER ON THE 


LARYNGOSCOPE AND DISEASES OF THE 
LARYNX AND THROAT IN TILE UNIVERSITY OF 
NEW YORK, 


Devotes himself specially to the Treatment of Diseases of 
THE LARYNX 
and Neighboring Organs, 
OFFICE HOURS FROM 4 TO 6 P.M, 
153 West 15th Street. 


’ \1° > oY eee : ” 
The “Elixir of Calisaya Bark’— 
was introduced to the notice of the Faeulty in 1830, by J. Milhau, the 
sole Inventor. None of those numerous firms were in existence, who, rather 
than give a new name to a new article, have found it more convenient with- 
in a few years to appropriate the above extensively known title; it is there 
fore presumable that physicians in prescribing, as for over thirty years, 
have reference solely to the omginal article nate by J. Minmav & Son. 
Also, the CHALYBEATE ELIXIR OF CALISAYA BARK (copy- 
righted), being the above oe age with the addition of two grains of 
the celebrated Pyrophosphate of Iron to each wineglassful. 
Sole agency for Frencu Artiric1at Eves from tne leading Paris manufac- 
turer. Single eyes to order. Sets of 120 for oculists. 
J. Mitnau & Son, 
Druggists and Pharmaceutists, 183 Broadway, N.Y., near Cortlandt st 
Either agents for or importers of all the French medicines and fine pre- 


parations in vogue. ye a 
- £ tae 
CONCENTRATED FLUID MAGNESIA 


Is earnestly and confidently recommended to those who appreciate a 
superior article. Every fluid ounce contains fifteen grains of magnesia in 
an elegant and permanent solution. Whilst possessing vastly increased 
medicinal properties, it is furnished at a lower price than any similar 
article of Foreign or domestic manufacture. As a corrector of acidity, an 
invigorating tonic, and safe aperient in all disorders of the digestive organs, 
it is without @ rival, and has elicited unqualified approbation. 
PYLE & BROTHER, 
Chemists, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 





FOR SALE BY 
, JAS. 8. ASPINWALL, 86 William St., N. Y. 
SCHIEFFELIN BROTHERS & CO., William, cor. Beekman 8t., N. Y. 
CASWELL, MACK & CO., Fifth Ave. Hotel, N. Y., and Newport, R. L. 
HEGEMAN & CO., Broadway, N. Y. 
JOHN MEAKIM, 679 Broadway, N. Y. 
F. M. BASSET, cor. Court and Atlantic Sts., Brooklyn, N. Y, 
J. H. OLLIF, cor. Gates and Vanderbilt Avenues, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
F. BROWN, cor. Fifth and Chestnut Sts., Philadelphia. 
H. C. BLAIR, cor. Eighth and Walnut Sts., Philadelphia, 
WYETH & BROTHER, 1412 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 
And by Druggists generally. 


| 


ospital Construction, with Notices 
of —— james Hospitals. By CHARLES A. LEE, M.D. 
*rice 50 cents. 


Svo, Cloth, 





Baittimer Beorarrs, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 








WADE & FORD, 
Instrument Makers to the 
NEW YORK, BELLEVUE, AND CITY HOSPITALS, 
Manufacture and Import all kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 
SYRINGES, erc., 
85 Fulton street, New York. 

W. & F. beg leave to call the attention of the Faculty to the latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which they have arranged under 
the supervision of Dr. James R. Woop, a full description of which will be 
forwarded + ay application, Also, Dr. Lewis A, Sayre’s improved out- 
door Splint for Morsus Coxarivs. Directions for measurements will be 
forwarded when requested. 


References :—J ames R. Woop, M.D., Lewis A. Sarre, M.D., Steruen 
Sairn, M.D., B. F. Bacur, M.D., U.S.N 


PRICED CATALOGUES WILL BE SENT TO ANY ADDRESS. 


hl Agents for Jewett’s Artificial Limbs, which are superior to al) 
others. 


" Sole Agents for “ Ferminichs Irritation Instrument.” Price $3.00, 


CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S! 

: The CRAIG MICROSCOPE, with mounted objects, con- 
stitutes a beautiful and appropriate HOLIDAY GIFT to old 
or young; combining instruction with amusement; magni- 
fying about 100 diameters or 10,000 times, being the power 
most frequently required for practical purposes, and yet so 
simple that a child can use it. It is mailed, prepaid, for 
$2.25; with 6 beautiful mounted objects, $3; with 24 ob- 
jects, $5. Liberal discount to dealers. 

Address, 


HENRY CRAIG, 
335 Broadway, New York. 


<—Ss 








The Anatomical ‘Ball and 
Socket-Jointed Leg. 


with lateral motion at the ankle, like the natural one. 
ALso: 
THE U.S. ARMY AND NAVY LEG. 

The latter is furnished to soldiers by the U.S. Government, without 
charge, by applying to Douglas Bly, M.D., at either of the following 
rlaces :—658 Rasen. N. Y., Rochester, N, Y., Cincinnati, 0., or St. 
ouis, Mo. 

Address DR, BLY, as above. 


MESSRS. BAILLIERE BROTHERS 
Beg to inform the 


MEDICAL PROFESSION 


And STUDENTS, that having purchased a stock of the publications of 
MESSRS. BLANCHARD & LEA, LIPPINCOTT & 
CO., LINDSAY & BLAKISTON, Ere. 

They are prepared to sell all the publications of these Houses at a verY 
LIBERAL DISCOUNT FOR Cast. Prices will be given on application and 

orders are respectfully solicited 





TERMS OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES. 


“City and Canadian Subscribers, $3.50 per annum, payable in advance, 
.+ Mail Subscribers, $3 per annum, payable in advance. 

Remittances must accompany an order for the Journal, 

The Publishers will not hold themselves responsible for the loss of 
moneys inclosed in unregistered letters. 

There are two volumes a year, commencing on the Ist of January and: 
July; but subscriptions may begin at any date. f 

hose who desire to have the series complete can be supplied with the 
back numbers at the original subscription price. 

The last volume, nicely bound in cloth, may be had at the office, for #2 00 
and free by mail for $2.32; cloth cases for binding may be had at the office 
for 25 cents, and free by mail for 34 cents. 

*,* Tuk Mevicat Times is published every Saturday morning, and is 
transmitted direct by mail throughout every section of the country, As a 
medium for immediate communication with the medical profession of the 
United States, it offers unsurpassed facilities to those desiring to advertise 
Medical Colleges and Schools, late Works, Surgical — Instruments 
of every kind, Drugs and Medicines, ete., ete. The following terms of 
transient advertisements may be modified by special contract for perma- 
nent insertion: 





3¢ column, orlesy. . «. « #. each insertion #1 > 
le ene ae “ 3 60 
1 ™ ° ° » 7 20 


A deduction of 10 per cent is made for . insertions, 
“ 25 oy . . oe 


“ 
oy 


“ 85 “ oe “ 58 

Communications should be addressed “ Office American Medical Times, 
440 Broadway, N. Y.” BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 

Pulliehera and Proprietor. 


